
 

 

14th February 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers and Children, 
 
No 21 Newsletter 
 
What a Celebration Assembly!  It was a packed event with over three quarters of our children being celebrated in 

some way😊 Really well done everyone for such dedication to your learning and your 
engagement.  We shared all sorts of fabulous work today: interesting writing, tricky 
calculations, wonderfully neat presentation and handwriting, and also dedication to reading.   
 
Yesterday, we said goodbye to a long-serving member of staff.  Mrs Kirsty Barge has been 
working at the school since April 2001 and been a lunch supervisor, cleaner and also 
caretaker.  We very much want to thank her for her dedication to the school and wish her 
well as she moves on to her new job.  Here is Kirsty with her present from the school: a cream 
tea and ornamental pig (which she collects).  All the best Kirsty, from us all.   
 

Y2 Sharing Assembly   
On Monday, we were treated to a fantastic information-filled sharing assembly by Year 2 all about animals.  Thank 
you Beech Class, we loved your song too. 
 

Phonics Lesson 
Thank you to Mrs Whiffin for the phonics lesson on Wednesday afternoon and to all the parents/carers who came 
along. 
 

School Council 
A huge thank you to our retiring School Council.  Today we met for the last time.  They have been a fabulous bunch 
who have thought about all children in school.  Amongst other things, they introduced an Art Club to our schedule, 
which this term has been offered to KS1 children; they requested the Police to give them advice on how to stay safe 
when out and about, which is happening during Wellbeing Week and they have asked for colouring books and pens 
to be used outside during break times.  They have certainly helped us to understand what the children think is 
important.  After half term our new Council will be elected, so start writing your speeches and preparing now! 
 
PAFOTs Cookie Sale 
Thank you to all our PAFOTs members for making and selling the Valentine biscuits.  £79.30 was raised – we hope 
you enjoyed them! 

 
Tapestry 
Reception parents should have received a letter this week explaining how they can access their child’s learning on 
Tapestry.  Please pop-in if you have any technical questions.  Thanks. 
 
Safeguarding Practice 
After half term, the school will be having a trial Lock Down.  We are required to practice this and therefore we will 
be telling the children that we are practising for a volcanic eruption – I have chosen this as it will definitely not 

happen here and do not want to worry anyone. 
 
 
 



 

 
Wellington Writing Workshop 
On Saturday 8th of February, George Smith, and Reggie Trout from Hazel class, and Rose Davies and Olivia James 
from Yew class, went to Wellington Prep School to take part in a creative writing workshop. We met in the hall then 
we were split into 6 groups: we were group 6. We left the hall and went to our different rooms where we watched a 
video about how to: write, publish and edit stories. Then we started to plan our stories. We each were given a 
special planning sheet, so that, as we worked our way through the video, we could fill it in. We also got a biscuit 
every hour to keep our brains working!   Once the parents had left, we re-entered the hall and skyped a famous well-
known children’s author, Vashti Hardy, and a few people out of each group got to ask her a question. Reggie put his 
hand up and was chosen to ask her: ‘When you were young and writing stories, would you write a long story or a 
short?’  At the end of the workshop, we had a show case and a few people from each group got to read out a 
paragraph of their stories. There was also a prize for the best 2 stories- unfortunately no one from Tatworth won!  
However, we all had a great day and have come away with some great ideas for the 500-word challenge! 
 

The 500 Word Challenge 
Children in Key stage 2 have been participating this week in BBC Radio 2’s 
‘Live’ Lesson (available to watch on the BBC website), to prepare for their 
500 word challenge. The programme is presented by Radio 2 presenter Zoe 
Ball, who will be joined by the famous authors Frank Cotterell-Boyce, 
Charlie Higson and Francesca Simon (as well as Hacker the dog!). The 
children have had fun coming up with ideas for their own stories and we 
would love them to take up the challenge over half term and write up their 
stories.  These can be uploaded to the national competition at the following 
link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/59TwKqqLp3LTpRVfPlsKtx9/submit-a-story 
The closing date for entries is Thursday 27th February at 7.00 pm. Please bring in any certificates and we can 
celebrate this in assembly.  
 
However, we thought it would also be fun to hold our very own Tatworth competition. Children may bring in stories 
of any length, whether or not they submitted to 500 words. They will be judged and awarded prizes within each year 
group and winners and runners up will have their stories published in The Tatworth Journal. The closing date for our 
competition will be Friday the 6th March.  Please have fun talking to your child about their story ideas – we can’t 
wait to read them! 
 

World Book Day - 5th March 2020.  
We have several events planned for World Book day this year. 

1. On Thursday 5th March we would like to invite all parents and children to share in a reading 

breakfast from 8.15am. Please come into school with your child’s favourite book and read to 

your heart’s content whilst sharing a croissant and juice together. The school day will then 

commence at the usual time of 8.40am.  

2. We would like every child to bring a clue to school to represent their favourite book. This could be an 

item/object, a picture or drawing. Children in the class will then be book detectives and try to guess the 

book from the clue. Remember to bring in the book to share too!  

3. We will be holding a book swap. Children can bring in books they would like to donate or swap for another.  

4. Read aloud competition (as mentioned below).  

5. Win yourself a book competition! Do you think you know your teachers? Each staff member has chosen their 

favourite picture book. All you have to do is guess which staff member each book belongs to, to win yourself 

one of the books!  

6. Lastly, during the day we will be explaining about our upcoming reading sponsorship challenge. This is a 

reading challenge for every child. There will be prizes for the most time spent reading for individuals and 

classes in KS1 and KS2.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/59TwKqqLp3LTpRVfPlsKtx9/submit-a-story


 

World Book Day: Read a Page Competition 
As part of our World Book Day celebrations on Thursday 5th March, we will be holding a read aloud competition. 
The competition is open to all children in school, and all they have to do is choose a favourite passage or page from a 
book they love and read it aloud to their class on World Book Day. Readings will be judged on enthusiasm, clarity, 
expression and volume, and a winner from each class will be chosen to read aloud to the school in assembly. It 
would be super if you could support your children to choose a passage and help them to practise. The more times 
they have read it, the more confident they will be when it comes to reading it aloud. Thank you. 
 
Book Club  
On Friday 7th February, staff, parents and governors attended Book Club after school. 
We talked about "The Goldfish Boy" by Lisa Thompson, which is about a twelve-year-old 
boy who has OCD and helps to solve a crime that takes place in his street. It is a gripping 

read, with a mystery at its centre, but also about issues that 
may affect people of different ages. It is at times heart-
breaking, at times funny and will make you laugh and cry. 
 
Book club is open to all parents and carers who would like a 
chance to talk about books they can enjoy with their children. 
We always have a focus book, but talk about a wide range of 
children's books, and we would love you to come whether you 
have read the book or not. Tea and biscuits provided! The next 
book club will take place on Friday 27th March at 4pm, when 
we will be discussing The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier, an exciting tale about children 
making a perilous journey through Europe during World War 2. 
 

 
Conversation Piece: Online Safety Week: this week across school we have been learning about how to stay safe 
whilst online.   
 
Uniform 
A reminder that our uniform is for black sturdy shoes.  I am aware that some feet have grown, but am looking 
forward to all children being back in shoes after half term. 
 
Our Celebrations 
 
 

 
 
Star Winners this week 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Table                                                                           House Points:  
Acorn: Benjamin & Isla 
Oak: Alaska & Jack 
Beech: Isabella & Hannah 
 
Attendance 
Attendance winners this week are Yew Class.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Half way through the academic year and our attendance is 95.47%.  this is the lowest it has been at this point of the 
year for the last three years and is a concern.  As a whole school, if we had not had any unauthorised absences, 
which is mainly taken up with holidays in term time, our percentage would be 96.06%.  There were 243 sessions 
missed during the first half of the year due to holidays in term time.  I have written to all parent/carers too for 
children who have had 90% or less attendance this year.  This equates to 1 day missed out of every two weeks and is 
seen nationally as persistent absence. I am obliged to speak to all families about this and yesterday sent out slips to 
request meetings.  It is always useful to understand individuals’ situations and then we can work together to find a 
solution.  Many thanks for your support with this.  Please also come and see me or phone up for a chat if you have 
any questions or queries regarding leave or attendance, thanks. 

 

Joslin Brewer Stonham Langdon 

3552 3279 3472 3566 

Class Percentage 
Attendance % 

No of Lates 

Acorn   96.15 5 

Oak  94.05 3 

Beech  98.15 3 

Willow 91.67 5 

Hawthorne 97.97 0 

Hazel  96.18 2 

Yew  99.65 0 

Gold Card Winners 
 

Y1: Verity, Paige, Megan 
Y3: Ava 
Y4: Fern, Demisha, Benjamin, 
Jemima & Julia 
Y5: Ned. Izzy, George, 
James, Nikita, Sienna, Neave 
& Ellie. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fountain Pen Winners: Willow: Olivia, Hawthorn: Amelia, Hazel: Ned, Yew: Oscar A. 
 
Pen Licence Winners 
The following children were awarded their pen licences today: Willow: Ava, Hazel: Jasper & Ollie W. 
 
Reading Award 
For every 5 reads, the children are given a raffle ticket which is drawn at half term.  The winners this half term are: 
Acorn: Benjamin, Oak: Isabel H, Beech: Spencer, Willow: Olivia, Hawthorn: Finlay, Hazel: Megan 
Yew: Harry W. 
 
Clubs – Clubs will continue after half term and start up in the first week back. 
 
KS1 Art Club – This Wednesday lunch time club will start again after half term, any children from KS1 can join via 
parentpay but places are limited to 8.  KS2 will have the chance to take part during the Summer Term. 
 
Sports Passport 
Some KS2 children are now working towards their second Wellbeing Passport.  To achieve the passport, children 
need to attend a fixture, take part in swimming, demonstrate a sporting spirit and achieve a personal challenge.  
 
Sports reports – Any children attending a fixture can write a sports report for this newsletter. They can then have 
that task ticked off on their wellbeing passport, helping them work towards earning their grey hoodie.  
  
Swimming  
Well done to all our KS2 children for all their improvements in swimming.   
 
Fixtures  
U9 Hi 11’s Netball @ Holyrood (A) ST – Unfortunately, this was postponed due to poor weather; we will let you 
know the new date after half term.  
 
 
 

             
Class 

Platinum Bag Learning 
Behaviour 

Certificate 

Green Stars Blue Stars 

Acorn Benjamin 
Lola 

Ziggy 
Georgie 

  

Oak Joseph 

Jayden 
Benjamin  

Isabelle C 
Eden 

Noah 

Edward 

Jack 

 Adley 

Beech 
 

Kai R 
Dylan 

Eli Benjamin G  

Willow Ava Oscar 

Archie 

Chloe 

Lily E 
Iestyn 

Rowan 

Frankie 

Hawthorn 
 

 Lewis 
Finlay 

  

Hazel  Megan Reggie 

Sienna 

Poppy  

Yew  Ehren 
Morgan 

Alfie 
Poppy 

Macy 
Olivia 



 

Y3456 Stockland X Country (A) ST  
Mrs Churchill’s report: The children ran through mud and streams but still achieved great results.  Everyone worked 
hard and the children who came in the top 20 were: Kyle, Lewis, Florence, Poppy, Jamie and Ned.  Well done to all 
who took part. 
 
Y56 Inter-house Hi 5 Netball 
Mr Bulbeck’s report: On Wednesday the Year five and six classes took part in inter-house netball.  All of the houses 
played against each other in their year groups with the scores then combined to find an overall winner.  In fourth 
place was Langdon, in third place was Brewer, in second place was Stonham and the winners were Joslin. Well done 
to all involved.  
 
Reminder: Holyrood Cross Country Races (Cancelled from 14.1.20) 
This cancelled fixture has been rearranged for Tuesday 25th February.  All children will need a packed lunch. Please 
ensure all consents are completed on parentpay under the original fixture date of 14.1.20, before we break for half 
term. 
 
Y34 Football/Netball V St Johns (A) ST 
We take 16 children to St John’s Sidmouth on Thursday 27th February to take part in a boys’ football or girls’ netball 
fixture, starting at 2 pm and finishing at approximately 3 pm.  We will be leaving school at 1 pm and should return 
for approx. 4.30pm. The school will be providing transport for the pupils to and from St John’s. Please ensure that 
children have appropriate clothing with them; an extra drink and snack would also be advisable. The football will be 
played on grass: football boots & shin pads are needed and the netball played on a playground: astros or trainers. 
Children will also need a packed lunch.  Parents are asked to a make voluntary contribution of £5 per child, towards 
the cost of the transport. Please give permission and pay for transport contribution on Parentpay by Monday 24th 
February.  The following children have been selected: Florence, Julia, Daisy, Jemima, Matilda, Fern, Lilly, Buddy, 
Lewis, Kyle, Tyler, Noah, Josh H, Rowan and Finlay H. 
 
Reminder: Parentview 
It has nearly been a full year since our last parent questionnaire, so this will be sent out again in March: you can of 
course use this form to let us know your thoughts and I will follow up any concerns with a chat either on the phone 
or face to face where necessary. 
 
There is also an electronic system called Parent View, which can be 
accessed at any time (link below) and helps others: prospective 
parents, visitors or Ofsted, for example, to get an idea about our 
school.  We will set this up on the library computer area during 
parents evening meetings which is just after half term.  However, there is the option to register yourselves from 
home too:  https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/search?name=tatworth&address=chard  
 
Parents’ Evening - Just a reminder to please sign up for parents’ evening appointments as we hope to meet with all 
parents after half term. Thank you. 
 
Well done to all of our children and I wish you a relaxing half term – with a little bit of 500-word writing and reading for 

enjoyment😊   
 

Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 

Tracey Hart, Headteacher.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/search?name=tatworth&address=chard


 

February 
Half Term: Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 

 
Tuesday 25th    1.30-3.30:Y3456 Holyrood Cross Country (rearranged from 14.1.20) 
Thursday 27th    3.40 – 6.50: Parents Evening 
Wednesday 26th    Y5/6 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 27th      1.00-4.30: Y34 Football/Netball V St Johns (A) ST 

Y3/4  Sports Practise/Forest School 
March 
Monday 2nd    3.40 – 6.50: Parents Evening 
Wednesday 4th   3.00-3.15: Mrs Clarke Axe Vale club talk 

Y5/6 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 5th     Y3/4 Forest School 
Wednesday 11th    4.00-5.15: Y56 Hi 5 Netball V Stockland (H) 

Y5/6 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 12th     Y3/4 Sports Practise/Forest School 

3.45-5.00: Y56 Tag Rugby Manor Court (A) PT 
Tuesday 17th     1.30-3.30: Y3456 Holyrood XC (A) ST 
Wednesday 18th       2.45-5.30: Y3456 Stockland XC (A) ST 

Y5/6 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 19th    2.00-3.30: Y3/4 Hi 5 Netball v Manor Court (H) 

Y3/4 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 24th     10.30-3.30: U9 Tag Rugby V Others @ Holyrood (A) ST (reorganised) 
Wednesday 25th     2.15: Y5/6 Interhouse Tag Rugby 

Y5/6 Sports Practise/Forest School 
Thursday 26th     Y3/4  Sports Practise/Forest School 
 
 
 
 


