
 

 

24th April 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children 

No 28 Newsletter  

Welcome to our very first remote summer term; I hope you all had a restful Easter break and some 

peaceful family time together. 😊  
  
Our staff continued to provide care for keyworkers’ children over the holidays and I am very thankful for 
their dedication, commitment and creative approach to learning. 
  
It’s definitely been a strange and challenging time where we have all had to adapt to new ways of working. 
Thank you for all your thoughts and comments sent to the virtual, parent council forum and attached is a 
summary of ideas and suggestions to help support your child’s wellbeing and learning during this time.  
We’re here for you every step of the way as we figure this all out together. Remember, if you have any 
concerns about helping your child learn or you need any other support from the school, please let us know 
by phoning the school during school hours or through the homelearning email: 
homelearning.sch331@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
  
We miss the children very much and their presence in the school building, but we must follow the 
government’s guidance to keep everyone in our community safe. So, we’re carrying on and now providing 
learning through our new Class Dojo learning platform.  I hope the remote learning information sent earlier 
in the week has allowed you to access this learning - please be in touch if you need more help with this.  An 
email to the homelearning email with your class name or number in the subject bar will allow the class 
teacher to answer your queries.  School is of course open to children of critical key workers and vulnerable 
children too.  Staff are uploading additional content and signposting pupils to different activities which can 
be accessed at home over the course of the week at a pace that suits you all. 
  
Just because we’re not all in the same building, doesn’t mean we can’t have some fun together! Your 
children will have lots of activities they can get stuck into over the summer term – so keep a close eye on 
the virtual learning platform, the school website: https://www.classdojo.com/ and through emailed 
letters. 
  
We also love seeing the children’s fantastic learning at home – please keep sending photos of their work in 
to the homelearning email as we would like to showcase some of this weekly.  Work sent to Class Dojo or 
Tapestry cannot be shared on the weekly newsletter.  
  
We can’t say yet when we’ll be able to open the school fully, but rest assured that we’ll continue doing our 
utmost to keep your child learning and our school community connected. 
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Hot Lunch: For those children attending school, we can supply a hot meal at lunch time.  Please let us 
know by 9 am on the day your child attends if you want them to access this service, thanks. 
  
Free School Meals:  Although the FSM government vouchers were ordered at the beginning of the week, 
we understand that there is a delay with the vouchers being emailed to parents, we have chased this up 
with Edenred and hope that they are delivered by email to parents very soon.  If you have recently 
successfully applied for Free School Meals, it is essential that you contact us as a matter of urgency so that 
we can contact you about receiving payments. 
Please email tatworth@educ.somerset.gov.uk to let us know that you are now in receipt of Free School 
Meals.  For all families who may now be eligible please apply on-line at: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/#Apply   It doesn’t matter if you 
have applied before; circumstances change and the process does not take long, so it may be worth trying 
more than once. 
  
Food Bank Collection and Distribution: One of our teachers at school has taken on the role of co-ordinator 
for families that may need to access a food bank service at this time.  Each week we will be able to collect 
food from Lord’s Larder in Chard and Tesco’s, also in Chard, and deliver provisions to any family that 
requests a delivery.  We are able to offer this service each week, for families to use as needed (this does 
not have to be every week).  Food donations to this service will be collected each day at the school and 
each week we will deliver bags of food where necessary.  We will be advertising this service also in the 
Drift in case our members of our wider community need the support too.  Many thanks for your help with 
this; we have already received many items delivered to school.  To access the service, please email the 
Homelearning email adding Food Donation in the subject bar.  Only one member of staff accesses these 
emails.  A list of preferred foods for the food bank is attached to this letter. 
  
Year 7 September 2020 
Although we can’t confirm yet what transition will look like for our children in Year 6, as we haven’t had 
confirmation regarding school closures, we can confirm that a transition pack will be coming out next week 
from Axe Valley for any children attending there from Year 7.  If you have any questions or concerns about 
Year 6 transition to Axe Valley please don’t hesitate to contact Mr Carr, Year Leader at Axe Valley 
rcarr@axevalley.devon.sch.uk .   
Holyrood will be sending out their transition pack during the first week of June.  Thanks. 
  
Learning Behaviours: Well done to everyone who has received a learning behaviour sticker since working 
from home.  You have worked so hard that I have now had to order some of the Red Badges (the 4th and 
final badge that can be earned this year).  To receive a Red Badge you need to collect 75 of any learning 
behaviour sticker, although at least 4 of each must be included. 
  
Blue Badge winners this week: Y1: Leon; Y2: Benjamin, Hannah; Maisy, Grace, Jimmy Y5: Bruce, Rebekah, 
Reggie; Y6: Dexter 
 
Game Challenge: I have challenged the children to create games we can play once back at school which 
takes into account social distancing guidelines.  Thank you to Izzie in Year 5 and Kaici in Year 3 who have 

already sent me their ideas.  There will be a rubber for all entrants 😊   
 
Books out the front:  We have put some books out the front of school for anyone who wants to come 
along and have them.   
 
Safeguarding: Wellbeing is of paramount importance to us and we would like to share a couple of useful 
links: information from Education Psychology Service helpline for parents is attached and information 
about staying safe using Netflix and Zoom. 
 

mailto:tatworth@educ.somerset.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/#Apply
mailto:rcarr@axevalley.devon.sch.uk


 

Effective Support for Children and Families: 
Emergency Duty Team 03001232327 
Somerset Direct 03001232327 
Somerset Drug and Alcohol Service SDAS 03003038788 
Somerset Integrated Domestic Abuse Service SIDAS 08006949999 
CAMHs Advice line 03001245012 
 
Learning Online: working practices  
Now we are all adjusting to learning online, instead of in the classroom, please can we make you aware of 
the following: 

• For any photos that are received on the homelearning email, we will assume that you give 
permission for them to be shared in our school newsletter. If you would rather not give this 
permission, please state this in your email. Thank you. 

• We will not use photos sent to Class Dojo in our school newsletter. 

• Teachers will provide links to websites, but please check them yourself before allowing your child 
to view them. Please ensure that you have age-appropriate parental controls on any digital devices 
and use internet filters to block any malicious websites. 

• Teachers will only be able to respond to any shared work or messages/emails during our normal 
school hours. Each day, some teachers are working on our school site with the children that are 
attending, so this will mean that they are unable to respond during those days and you may not get 
a reply until the following day. 

  
Launch of the Oak National Academy online classroom and resource hub 
The sector-led Oak National Academy has this week launched its online classroom and resource hub. The 
Academy offers 180 video lessons each week for schools to use, across a broad range of subjects. The 
lessons cover children in Reception through to Year 10 and are free to use by both teachers and young 
people. The Oak National Academy can be accessed here: https://www.thenational.academy/  
 
Launch of BBC Bitesize 
The BBC has also launched an education package across TV and online, featuring celebrities and teachers, 
helping to keep children learning at home and supporting parents. BBC Bitesize can be accessed here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
 
Some extra ideas for sharing books and reading at home 

• Puffin Storytime: From Monday 6th April, Puffin will be bringing 20 minutes of storytime magic to 
homes daily at 3.30pm on weekdays. This will include readings and draw-alongs from their stellar list 
of authors and illustrators. Caregivers, teachers and children can view Puffin Storytime on Puffin’s 
YouTube, Instagram and Facebook channels #PuffinStorytime 

• The Full ‘Puffin Storytime’ Schedule: 
Mondays & Fridays, 3.30pm - Storytime & Draw-alongs for little ones 0-5. Launching on 6th April 
with Look Up! By Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3.30pm - Sam Copeland will serialise, in 20-minute episodes, the entirety 
of his hilarious book Charlie Changes into a Chicken for readers 7+  
Wednesdays, 3.30pm - Story Starters for ages 6-11. Puffin authors will read extracts from their 
books to help inspire children to discover their next read. Launching on 8th April with an extract from 
the bestselling Murder Most Unladylike read by Robin Stevens. 

• The Puffin Podcast: A new 3-part Puffin Podcast series will launch on Sunday 19th April (via Spotify, 
Apple Podcasts, Acast and YouTube Kids), where comedian, children’s author and YouTube 
personality Humza Arshad hosts laugh-out-loud stories, games and jokes guaranteed to give you the 
giggles! Aimed at unlocking creativity, taking stories to imaginations worldwide and inspiring children 
to dream big, the podcast will be available at www.puffin.co.uk/podcast    
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•  Somerset Libraries  
If you are already Somerset library user, you can log onto to borrow ebooks, e-magazines and e-

audiobooks for free. If not, you can sign up and get information about what’s on offer here: 

www.somersetreads.co.uk .  Y6 

 
Paper made by children in school 

 
 
Beech Class 
Abi’s Big Ben Model and Lifecycle Plate & Leila & Jimmy’s Bug Hotel 
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Spencer’s first two chapters of his book about British trees 

 

Willow Class  
From homework set over the holidays: Den building and painting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Some of Year 3 (and siblings) working hard with our home learning and having fun this week. 

   

  

   

Hawthorn Class 

This is Florence's handwriting task. She has rewritten this poem by 

Robert Louis Stevenson and then added her own picture of a train 

which she self-taught from the internet.  James has completed a map 

of the village by using Google Earth. The school is in the middle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hazel Class 
Harry’s amazing British landmark model and bug picture and Martha’s butterfly. 
Hazel Class have been making insects using natural resources. 

 

 

Ellie and Izzie’s Paper making 

 



 

Yew Class have been ‘Aiming High’ this week with their topic work, maths and poem writing. I have even 

seen some videos of some amazing obstacle courses!  They’ve also been sending me some beautiful spring 

photos. I have really enjoyed all of their photos and messages that I’ve been receiving on Class dojo – I’m 

looking forward to seeing what next week brings😊 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline  
We now have a single phone number 0300 790 6275 for anyone in Somerset who needs Coronavirus-
related support from their councils. The Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline number is live and will 
make it easier for people to access any local authority help they may need, including emotional support, in 
the current crisis. For more information, please visit here.  
 
Chard CV19 Support Group 
As you may be aware, the Chard CV19 Support Group is a volunteer led community response to the COVID 
- 19 situation.  At Chard Guildhall they take calls from people who need help with shopping etc and they 
match them to volunteers who live in their area.  The support group are running low on volunteers for 
South Chard and Tatworth as we have people in our village who need our help with shopping etc.  Please 
consider signing up here to help if you can:  https://chardcovhelp.org.uk/add-new-volunteer/  
 
Win a FREE Climbing Frame For School 
Click on the competition link below to enter to win a climbing frame for school, be creative, have fun and 
design your dream climbing frame!  
https://www.timotayplayscapes.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Timotay-Win-a-FREE-climbing-
Frame.pdf 
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Hand Washing Challenge!  
In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, Medicspot has launched its Hand Wash Challenge, a new initiative 
for children at Tatworth Primary School to learn about washing their hands in a fun and creative way. 
 
They are asking primary school children to share their creative ideas to help encourage frequent hand 
washing. They could make a poster, film a video, record a song, do a science experiment or write a poem 
about handwashing. 
 
The top entry will receive £500 for their primary school and 10 runner-ups will receive £100 for their primary 
school. Find out how you can enter and win £500 for School here: www.medicspot.co.uk/handwash 
 
Kindest regards 

 

 
Tracey Hart, Headteacher 
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