7th May 2020
Dear Parents, Carers and Children
Newsletter No 30
Once again, I want to start by celebrating with you:
parents/carers and children for all you are doing during our
Covid-19 restrictions. Each day I look on Tapestry and Class Dojo
and am amazed at all the fabulous and creative activities. I am
also aware of all the other skills you have been developing over
the last 8 weeks: sewing, knitting, baking, animal care, gardening
and art and craft skills, to name just a few!

The excitement of Year 6’s Leaver’s Hoodies meant that we were able to wave and chat, from a distance,
to many of the Year 6 children. There are a few pictures above of them in their new tops. We loved to see
the range of colours they chose
There have been lots of other exciting mini projects going on across school this week too: the VE Day
Celebration work will be collated together to produce a special edition of the Tatworth Times Newspaper
and in Reception they have been going dizzy, creating spirals in lots of different ways. Watch the Class
Dojo site, as I think this challenge could be set for all our children in the coming days!

Thanks to Jacob from Willow class for these delicious cakes! They became part of
our VE celebrations in school
Edenred Vouchers/Food Donations
Thank you to all our families for their patience this week as we have tried to send out
the next batch of vouchers. Getting access to the site is causing a few problems, but we have now secured
four weeks at £15 each child for each week in May and these should have been emailed out to you. Please
let us know if the link has not arrived in your inbox. We are aware that some emails have been going
straight to the junk box so it might be useful to look there too.
Thank you again for your generosity with food donations to school. We can deliver food parcels Monday
afternoon so please just email to homelearning.sch331@educ.somerset.gov.uk adding Food Donation as
the subject to request a delivery. We are very aware that these are unprecedented times and will support
where ever we can.
Stars this week:
BLUE badges
Year 1

Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Year 5
Year 6

YELLOW badges
Megan
Alana
Noah
Isabel

Aubree
Josh H
Ollie
Gracie
Brooke
Holly

Summer
George

Henry
Spellingframe
Topping the leader boards in each year group this week are: Y1 – Isabel, Y2 – Oscar B, Y3 – Kaici, Y4 –
Leyland, Y5 – Oliver B, Y6 – Henry. There have been lots of you who have greatly improved your scores this
week – keep up the great work!
How to NOT go to School – Parsley Mimblewood Saves the World
Download the Book for Free - a little story to help the kids in my class come to terms
with school shutdown. Now, it has been read by thousands of families all around the
world https://parsleymimblewood.wordpress.com/
Other successes this week:

Sports Passport: Congratulations to Summer who has achieved her passport and can now get her tracksuit
bottoms! Summer and Maisy have achieved some fantastic things over the last few weeks. On Tuesday
they both went for a run. Maisy managed 2 miles and Summer 3 miles. They have both been practicing
their gymnastics. Maisy has managed her back bend to bridge and got her splits. Summer has got her
standing back tuck plus improved lots of other skills. Thanks for all the acknowledgments towards Mrs
Churchill’s bendy body last week and a well done to Neave for showing us honestly what flexible truly is
with the video attached.

Mr Russell:

Isle of Scilly
Before
After
Virtual Rowing Championship
With the annual World Pilot Gig Championship in the Isles of Scilly cancelled due to coronavirus Mr Russell
took part in the next best thing – a virtual rowing championship. Competing against over 380 athletes
across the world, including two Olympians, he rowed in events over four days and came 41 st overall. Well
done Mr Russell, a Keeping Going sticker is coming your way!
Artist Request: we have had some work completed during the last week which needs painting. it’s not just
normal painting a wall painting, but more of an artistic paint. I am remaining cagey at the moment but if
anyone is able to paint a mountain for us on a large scale that would be really helpful. This can of course
happen after we have been given official changes to our present restrictions, but it would be good to get a
few people ready. I was also wondering if anyone has any remains of the following paints in their
sheds/garages so that we can get the paint ready too: greens, greys, blues, creams, pinks. Please just email
the school email account if you think you can help. Thanks.
Safeguarding
NSPCC launches campaign to help children exposed to harm under the lockdown: With growing concern
for the concern for the safety of some children during the coronavirus crisis, the NSPCC wants more people
to know how to get advice and support and where to raise concerns about a child’s wellbeing.
Today, the NSPCC are launching a new campaign across the UK to promote its free and confidential
helpline for adults. The Government is also providing NSPCC with £1.6 million to expand and promote their
adult helpline in order to further protect children from harm. For more information, please visit here.
Mental Health Helpline now available 24/7 to support Somerset communities: Somerset NHS Foundation
Trust’s CAMHS and Young Somerset are joining forces with the Mental Health Alliance to deliver a 24/7
Mental Health Helpline. Expanding on the existing successful Somerset Mindline service, the round-theclock helpline will make it quicker and easier for people in Somerset to get the right advice they need for
their mental health and wellbeing.
Open 24 hours a day, seven-days a week, it is open to people of all ages who need urgent mental health
support. The helpline on 01823 276892 is the first port of call for mental health help – it is operated by
people in your local area who will know how best to support you. They are providing second-stage support
to Mindline call handlers where the needs of children & young people may need further, on-going support.
Both CAMHS and Young Somerset have access to their own provision and can guide, support and broker a
range of partner services for callers. For more information, please visit here. here.
Autism Education Trust – tools for teachers during COVID-19 pandemic: The Autism Education Trust has
created a COVID-19 document full of useful tools and guidance for teachers supporting autistic children
and young people through home schooling and return to school, please click here for more information
and to download.

Headlice: There's nothing you can do to prevent head lice. You can help stop them spreading by wet or dry
combing regularly to catch them early. Could everyone have a quick check whilst we are all at home.
Here’s a helpful link. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
Online Safety: This week, Mr Goodman has set Computing lessons for each year group based around the
topic of e-safety. Please make sure that you watch the video provided by Mr Goodman and discuss the
importance of keeping safe online whilst working or playing on a computer/tablet/phone at home.
Please do look at https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/digital-resilience-toolkit/digital-resiliencetoolkit-6-10-year-olds/ which provides lots of practical tips for parents.
If you need advice about parental controls, please look at https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-childrensafe/online-safety/parental-controls/
Some other useful websites:
• NSPCC Online Safety https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
• UK Safer Internet Centre: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
• Advice on screen time http://bit.ly/RCPCH-ScreenTimeForParents
• Ask About Games www.askaboutgames.com
• Thinkuknow which has animated videos for children to watch and discuss with their families
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
Ideas for Science at home from the Royal Institution and STEM
Please click here for a series of short films on how to do science experiments at home from the Royal
Institution. Also through the STEM website here you can access a variety of free curriculum-linked science
lessons for children of all ages.

Examples of our super learning this week:
Acorn Class
This week Acorn class have been attempting the 'Spiral Challenge' - inspired by Zephyr and Orla. Since the
opening of the challenge, a fantastic array of spirals have been swirling in and, as you can see, the results
have been spiral-tacular! Does anyone else in our school think that they can create any spirals as fabulous
as these?

Oak Class

Beech Class
Maisy has been busy in her garden and Ruby B has been busy in the kitchen and made a fabulous Union
Jack cake for VE Day.

Willow Class
Thank you for all the posts, photos and emails about Willow’s home learning this week. Another busy week where
Josh has been learning about parts of a plant and the names of different flowers in his garden; Frankie has been busy
with some wonderful creative writing; Rowan has been learning to tell the time in maths and finding out about light
in science amongst other things; Oscar made a fabulous maths game and a very proud (and well deserved) blue
badge celebration photo of Sophia.

Hawthorn Class
Leyland’s family tree

Hazel Class
Hazel Class have continued their learning about lifecycles in Science,
thinking about birds this week. Thank you to Nikita, Neave and James who
have all shared some fascinating photos: Nikita has shown us regular
photos and even a video of her chicken eggs that they are incubating ready
for hatching. We could see a chick wriggling inside an egg when she held it
up to the light! James shared a photo diary of a finch lifecycle from his
aviary (he is now working on a photo diary of his sunflower growing!). Neave shared some amazing photos
of a thrush nest and the chicks hatching and fledging: this just happened in the wild in her garden and she
was lucky enough to witness it.
The children have also been writing pet poems and creating flower art based on Georgia O'Keeffe,
choosing their medium. Harry F used collage, Ellie used paint and Megan used photography: all beautiful
results.
They have also been writing pet poems as we know that pets can be a massive support to use while we're
staying at home. Here are a couple of lovely examples from Summer and Jack.

Yew Class
As well as researching and creating some fantastic newspaper reports about VE day this week, for science
year 6 have been having fun pretending to be birds! They have been trying out different types of beak in
order to discover how animals are adapted to the environment they live in. They have also created some
very vibrant art work!

Eligibility for government childcare offers protected: The government has announced that any working
parent usually eligible for 30 hours free childcare or Tax-Free Childcare will remain eligible if they fall
below the minimum income requirement due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Subject to
Parliamentary approval, parents who are critical workers will also remain eligible for these entitlements if
their income has increased over the maximum threshold during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
This temporary flexibility will ensure critical workers can continue to access the childcare they need to
enable them to work. These arrangements will be reviewed over the summer.
This announcement can be found here:
• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eligibility-for-government-childcare-offers-protected
Further Education: Thought this might be of use for any family members with children going on to further
education or continuing education or if you, yourself might be becoming a student next academic year
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-students/student-guide-to-coronavirus/questions-and-answers/
I hope you enjoyed our special edition of the Tatworth Times and I hope you all have a wonderful weekend
in the sunshine. I have finished my tricky puzzle so my next task is tackling the vegetable patch at home!
Best wishes

Tracey Hart, Headteacher

