No 29 Newsletter

1st May 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
At the start of this week’s letter I want to welcome Leo to Reception. Leo and his family moved to the village just as the shutdown started. He has been unable to meet his new friends in person although I know Mr Johnston and the lovely members of
Acorn Class have all sent him messages to say hello – we look forward to meeting you soon.
Another week in lock-down. Well done everyone for all your Tapestry and Class Dojo contributions and posts - you have been
doing some amazing things which is probably why there are so many stickers and badges being awarded this week
. We
thought it would be useful this week to confirm that our expectation is that you all just have a go at the activities, but that it is
also okay to investigate and try other things you have wanted to, but have never had the time! The portfolios are filling up with
some fabulous work and activities. Please find below web links that offer advice about how to log on to a student’s account and
then how they can post work onto their own portfolio for teachers to view.
https://classdojo.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360026692752-How-to-Toggle-Between-Your-Parent-and-StudentAccounts#ios
https://classdojo.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360022857031-How-to-Post-to-a-Student-Portfolio?mobile_site=false#web
Of course, you can also message your child’s teachers via the messages tab with any questions about your child’s work too.
Keyworker Evidence Letters - The advice from Government remains the same: children are safest being kept at home, which is
why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open
only for those children who absolutely need to attend.
The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus
can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.
Schools, and all childcare providers, are therefore being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children children who are vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at
home.
All keyworkers should now have been issued with a letter by their employer. Please can you forward these to school if you are
requesting your child to attend. Thank you.
Edenred Vouchers - Parents/carers in receipt of income related free school meals should have received an email from Edenred
last week. Just a reminder to look in your junk or spam boxes for the link to download the vouchers. Please let us know if you
have not managed to find the email.
In light of the recent accessing issues with these vouchers, we have opted to get the next batch to cover four weeks from
Monday 4th to Friday 29th May. Please look out for this emailed voucher from early next week. We are still trying to resolve
some of the issues raised with us this week; apologies this is taking longer than hoped. Thank you for your understanding.
New Applications for FSM: The link below is the application method to income-related free school meals. Once we have
confirmation of any new approvals we will apply for vouchers and email you the codes to access them. Even if you have applied
previously, it is fine to apply again as our situations change. https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-schoolmeals/#Apply

McColl’s joins the free school meals national voucher scheme
McColl’s has joined the list of supermarkets that will redeem vouchers secured through the free school meals national voucher
scheme. Supermarkets available also include Aldi, Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Waitrose, M&S, Asda and Morrisons. This will be helpful
for families living in the village.
Food Donations – thank you to all our families who have donated and contacted us through the homelearning email with Food
Donation as the subject (homelearning.sch331@educ.somerset.gov.uk). I have again attached the list of preferred items and
each day there will be a box at the front of school, or just inside the yellow door if it is raining, ready to collect your donations.
We hope this service offers some comfort in these unusual times. I once again want to confirm that only two members of staff
read the emails and requests: myself and Mrs Billington. This is so that we know who we are collecting for, when we go to
Lord’s Larder to make up our bags. We will be leaving school on Monday lunch time so deliveries will happen during that
afternoon for anyone requesting one.
School Nurse facebook page: for parents/carers and families to access. The nurses are available Mon – Friday for anyone that
requires any support.
https://www.facebook.com/South-Somerset-School-Nurses-100880461565335/
Five ways to support children’s mental health - BBC Bitesize:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndp6v4
What do we miss about Tatworth School?
Teachers
Assembly
Snack Time
Writing
StOry Time
ARt with Ms Hart
Play Trail
Homework!
Stay and Play
Cake Day
Having fun with friends
SpOrt
ChOosing Time
Lunch
By Frankie, Georgie and Zephyr
Spellingframe
It’s been great to hear so many of you have been enjoying practising your spellings on Spellingframe
(https://spellingframe.co.uk/). If you have not yet logged onto it, there are lots of games on there for you to try - and remember,
you get points each time you play one, not just for the tests. Even Mrs Whiffin has been having a go, but she is not yet top of the
leader board! Top scorers this week are: Harry W (Y6), Henry (Y6), Leon (Y6), Leyland (Y4), Amelia (Y4), Dylan (Y2), Benjamin
(Y1), Oscar B (Y2), Jack (Y4), Isabel H (Y1).
Your username and password will have been sent to you by your Class teacher. Please let them know if you need to have it resent. Well done everybody - keep up the great work!
MathFrame
As a school, we have not set up logins for MathsFrame as there are lots of free games on there that anyone can access without
the need for a login. Go to https://mathsframe.co.uk/ then click on Most Popular Free Maths Games.
Children at School drawing a Penguin holding a kite!

Acorn - Cameron has lost his first tooth and is very proud! Isla is taking part in Mrs Bayley's paper airplane challenge and Zephyr
is hunting treasure in a garden - creating and combining movements to locate the treasure.

Beech – Harriet and Hannah with some of their learning about caterpillars and butterflies, Skye who helped make visors for care
workers, and Sophia, Harrison, Chloe and Dylan’s dinosaur sock puppets.

Willow - A wonderful week enjoying Year 3’s length, science and artwork and some photos from the environment project.

Hawthorn - Leyland has been writing to his Great Uncle and Aunty who live in Surrey. They
don’t have any grandchildren, so Leyland has been writing to them and telling them what
he has been up to.

Hazel - have been learning about life cycles in Science, and the children have been very
creative in their ways of presenting the information about the life cycle of a plant. Summer
used vegetables, Harry M used Lego, Harry F made one using crafts and Izzie and Kyron
both made exceptional videos explaining the process. Nikita has been sharing photos of her
incubated chicken eggs with the class, and James showed the life cycle of a finch with
photos from his aviary and Ollie B used Minecraft.

Yew have been as busy as ever this week – dissecting fruit, finding out about the Amazon river and writing poetry among many
other things.

By Katie

By Betty

Learning Behaviour badge winners this week:
Green badge
Year 1
Year 2

Year 3

Year 4
Year 5

Year 6

Oscar B
Lillie

Blue badge
Faith
Joseph
Ruby B
Jimmy
Dexter
Sophia
Eli
Rowan
Sophia
Tyler W
Phoebe
Erin
Finlay
Oli B
Oli W
Martha
Dexter
Betty
Katie
Poppy

Yellow badge

Nikita
Izzie

VE Day
Next Friday is a Bank holiday, so school will not be open, and we hope that you will all be able to spend time together as a
family. You may wish to celebrate VE Day forties-style, so we are sorting out some resources and ideas. These will be posted
onto the School Dojo page on Monday, so please have a look then. You could use the resources on Friday, or try out a few things
during the week, in order to be ready for your own VE Day party!
Y6 Leavers Hoodies
GOOD NEWS! - THE LEAVERS HOODIES WILL HOPEFULLY BE IN SCHOOL NEXT WEEK, we will confirm by text as soon as they
arrive, parents can then email to let us know when they would like to collect and we will leave them in the office porch.
Finally, I have nearly accomplished my very tricky puzzle and have set myself the target of finishing by the end of the weekend.
Thank you for the advice about joining pieces that go together outside of the puzzle and then adding these when you can, as this
has really helped me. Thank you also, for the game ideas on Class Dojo and today I have added a new post: write the most
amazing fact you have found out since lock- down on a piece of paper and we can share them when we are back together.
Stay safe, see you all soon.

Tracey Hart
Headteacher

