22nd May 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Children
Newsletter no 32
This week I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support to us at school and hope that you have all
had chance to enjoy the sunshine. Again, I want to congratulate you all on the activities the children are
doing at home. It is absolutely fine to fit school work in your day when it is best for you - I fully appreciate
that the sunshine may mean the children do more outside learning and fitness, please do what you think is
best.
With half term starting at the end of school today there will not be planning on Tapestry or Class Dojo
uploaded this Sunday evening. The school will be closed for the bank holiday on Monday 25th May and
also Tuesday 26th May. We will open again on Wednesday 27th May for children of key workers and
vulnerable groups.
Phased return from 1st June:
Thank you to everyone who has been in touch to let me know whether they will be sending their child back
to school or not, in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 on our phased return. On Wednesday this week, we also
asked to hear from all key worker families to understand who will be requesting a place for their children
at school from 1st June. Please see the second letter emailed today. There will also be a further letter
next week with more detailed information.
Work at school
At the end of each half term, I like to update you on some of the
work we have completed in school. This half term of course the
majority of the children have not been in to see what has been
going on. We have however been busy extending the forest
school area, updating the courtyard area and Reception outdoor
learning area and have erected a climbing wall in the hall for use
at wet playtimes. I hope these photos help to paint the picture:

Reception:

Forest School:

Meals at school
We would like to thank our food providers: Acorn Academy, for delivering us hot meals every day since
March 23rd for the children and staff at school. we have all looked forward to this treat each day and have
had some very delicious meals.
From 1st June: Our key worker and vulnerable group of children will only receive this meal if they qualify
for universal or benefit-related free school meals. All other children will need to bring a packed lunch.
Children in Reception and Year 1 will all qualify for universal free school meal and other children in school
who are eligible for a benefit-related free school meal, will also be able to access a meal. Therefore, we
will only continue to offer the free lunches for children of KS2 key workers up to 1 st June. The link for
applying for free school meals is https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-schoolmeals/#Apply

Food Donations
A massive thank you for donations for the food bank: Lord’s Larder, in Chard; we have been able to deliver
the donations and receive food parcels for those in our school community. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mrs Billington for her extra work to support with this over the last weeks.
With more children potentially in school from the 1st June, we will no longer be able to collect food or
deliver the food parcels. Our last delivery date for food parcels is therefore Wednesday 27 th May 2020.
The food donations can still be accessed directly from the Lord’s Larder. Please email the homelearning
address with the subject of food donations if you would like details of how to do this. Many thanks.
Books
Over the last few weeks, we have had a supply of books outside of school that we no longer needed. It has
been great to see some of you picking up books on your daily walks. Today we donated the remaining
books to the local charity Take Flight. They are running the clothes bank in Chard and are also setting up a
lending library for toys and books, so they were very happy to accept several bags of books from us.
Stars this week:
BLUE badges
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

YELLOW badges

Effie, Benjamin, Leila, Isabelle,
Calum & Abi

Monty, Josh T, Oscar B and Lillie
H
Ben

Kyle

Acorn - Darcey’s fab garden birds painting for her ‘things that fly’ challenge from Mr Johnston 🙂

Oak Class with their amazing maths! Work from Benjamin, Isabelle and Luca.

Beech Class
Ruby has been busy making recycled flowers and vase out of an egg box and tin can, along with working on
The Mousehole Cat.

Beech Class having been learning all about Mary Anning this half-term. Here is Abi and Dylan’s work of
information about her life. They are also all reading the book: The Mousehole Cat. Here is Harrison with his
painting of Mousehole.

Willow Class - As it is Mental Health Awareness Week, Willow class have been showing kindness this week.
Here are some of the wonderful stories and photos of kindness and jokes we have been sharing. Charlie
has been baking and making dinner for his family, Rowan sent a thank you flower message. Frankie very
kindly helped her Dad teach her sister phonics this week; she did a brilliant job.

Jokes to share:
What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A gummy bear!
(Josh H)
Why couldn’t the skeleton brake wind?
He didn’t have the guts for it!
(Charlie)

What do you call a dog magician?
A labracadabrador!
(Josh H)

We have also learnt about light and dark for science this week. Below are some photos from Rowan who
created a fantastic shadow puppet theatre and researched some animals that live in dark habitats.

Answers from Erin’s riddles last week….
What has a head and tail but no body? A coin
I am a red ball that doesn’t bounce,
I am squishy but don’t squish me.
What am I? A tomato
I am orange, but I am not an orange
I am round like a football, but don’t kick me,
You can carve me, but I am not wood.
What am I? A pumpkin

Hawthorn Class - Leyland has been keeping busy learning about animals.

Hazel Class have been coming up with some creative ways of recreating their favourite book cover.
Well done to Bruce and Summer.

Yew Class have sent in lots of fantastic work again this week! I have seen some impressive perseverance in
maths, read some exciting adventure stories set in the Amazon and seen more vibrant Rainforest art. Some
of you even had a go at mixing your own natural paints. Well done, Year 6! (Sorry there are no photos this
week - remember we can only include photos in the newsletter if they have been sent in via the
Homelearning e-mail!)
Thanks again for your support in these challenging times.
Kind regards

Tracey Hart
Headteacher
Attachments - NOS flyer – 14 ways to be kind online

