
 

 

30th November 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

School during High Alert, Tier 2 

Irrespective of which tier a school is in, it continues to be the aim of government that all children, in all 
year groups, remain in education settings full-time.  A small number of children will be unable to attend 
school however, in line with public health advice, as they may need to self-isolate because: 

•        they have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves 

•        they live with someone that has symptoms and or has tested positive and are a household 
contact 

•        they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) and have been told to 
self-isolate.  

From Wednesday 2nd December, Somerset has been placed in the second tier on High Alert.  We attach a 
general chart for your information; Schools should take additional precautionary measures and the 
information below, explains the changes that affect our school. 

Drop off and Collection Routine:  Our decision to operate staggered starts and limit the number of 
parents onsite was made with the intention to drastically reduce the opportunity for infection to spread 
or come into school.  Please remember it is your individual responsibility to uphold the two metre 
distance from those not in your household or bubble throughout drop off and collection. 

We are advised to continue to stagger drop off and collection times for the children.  I have reviewed our 
practice and we must continue to work together to make our drop off and pick up routines as safe as 
possible.  

There is no need to queue by the railings as the 10 minute window gives enough time for all children to 
enter school calmly following social distancing.  We see very few children being dropped or collected 
during the last 5 minutes of each window and we really need to spread out more.  Please be assured that 
children arriving in the last few minutes of their 10 minute window are not considered late and are not 
missing out on learning, as their lessons do not start until the end of the 10 minutes, for example 8.50 am 
for the group who can drop off 8.40 - 8.50 am.  Even those families with children in both time slots do not 
need to wait around.  They can drop off or collect near the end of one time slot and the beginning of the 
next.   

We will continue to advise good social distancing practice and ask that all children stay with their adults 
whilst in the playground at the end of the day and that all adults are at least 2m away from each 
other.  Each child should also be collected by just one adult and the field gate continues to provide ample 
room for everyone to space out safely.   

 

 



 

By Wednesday 2nd December, we will add a 2m barrier line to the ground outside the classrooms along 
the front of school.  Staff will no longer move outside of their zone and we ask you to continue to email or 
telephone the school with messages for teachers rather than asking to speak to them at the gate.  We 
thank you for your co-operation with this.  Staff will also now be wearing face coverings. 

Lateness:  Again, to limit the possibility of impacting the 2m rule and bubbles mixing, children who are 
late need to enter the school at the main gate and enter school through the yellow door.  We now ask 
that all late children from the 8.30 – 8.40 am slot, to wait until the end of the staggered start times and 
enter school via the main gate when it is not used by other bubbles.  Therefore, all late children must 
remain with their adult and come into school from 8.50am.   

Face Coverings/social distancing:  In the high alert tier, children in primary school still do not need to 
wear face coverings, however we will now ask our staff to wear face coverings whilst staffing a gate and 
encourage the wearing of face coverings outside of classrooms or in corridors.  We also request that 
parents and carers wear a face covering or mask when dropping their children in the morning and 
collecting them at the end of the day.  Any children who walk to school with a mask should take it off and 
give it to their adult before entering school. 

Cleaning hands and hygiene:  We continue to have routines to clean hands thoroughly more often and 
use hand gel too as an extra measure.  The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very 
important.   

Wraparound provision and extra-curricular clubs: 
Schools are able to resume offer to all children to attend breakfast club and after school club and from 
January, when our new clubs start, we will offer these to any children in the specified bubble.    Families 
are asked however, to limit the number of different out-of-school providers they access, as far as 
possible. 
  
I am very grateful to all the staff at school who have worked tirelessly to support our children during this 
unprecedented time.  We will continue to work hard to keep everyone safe and offer an ambitious and 
engaging curriculum, which supports our children to catch-up and reach learning expectations.  We thank 
you for your support with this.   
  
Kind regards 

  

Tracey Hart  
Headteacher 


