
Summer Term Newsletter 2021 

Dear Year 3 families, 

Firstly, can I thank you for all your hard work and support during last 

term, which I’m sure we all agree was challenging for everyone. I am so 

glad to have the children back in school and to be back into our usual 

routines. It is wonderful to see the children’s faces and to see them 

playing and laughing together again. The lovely weather has allowed us 

to get outside for some of our learning. The children have come back 

keen and enthusiastic to learn and have been showing pride in their work 

and striving to do their best.  

Please can I just remind you to ensure that clothes are named, 

particularly school jumpers and hoodies, as we have had several mix-

ups with unnamed items of clothing being lost/inadvertently mixed up. 

Here is the lowdown on what we have been doing and what we have to 

look forward to during summer term. 

 

English 

There was a disaster at the start of term when a biscuit went 

missing from my desk! Who took it? It was a mystery! The 

children immediately volunteered to work as detectives to help 

solve the mystery and began noticing clues, collecting evidence 

and suggesting suspects (prime suspect being Mrs Hewitson). They 

have questioned her and feel certain she was guilty! This led 

nicely into our first English unit which is all about mystery 

stories. We have been reading various mystery stories, including Mr 

Penguin and the Lost Treasure, which has kept the children gripped and 

giggling in equal measure! There are further books in the series, which 

come highly recommended by my seven-year-old son, so worth bearing in 

mind as a bedtime story. The children will go on to write their own 

episodes of a mystery story: they have really got into using the language 

of mystery and detective stories so I am looking forward to seeing what 

they create. 

For our non-fiction reading and writing this term, the children will be 

investigating the possibility of living on Mars and writing reports about 

this.  



Our class reader is The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip 

Pullman. We are already well into this book and the children 

have shown a great understanding of the complex plot and 

characters and have been talking at length about their ideas 

and predictions. When we have finished this, we will be 

reading a lesser known Roald Dahl story called The 

Minpins. 

During the second half term, we will be reading a folk tale set in 

Botswana and working on writing to describe settings. We will also be 

looking at biography and autobiography for our non-fiction unit. 

It is wonderful to see the children’s love of books really developing and 

they often share with me and the class books that they have enjoyed 

reading. Please continue to support their reading at home and write in 

their reading record five times a week (this doesn’t have to be the child 

reading their school book every time, it can be a shared chapter book or 

reading a recipe or magazine together, for example). They will have a 

book matched to their Accelerated Reader level that they should be able 

to read themselves, but I do tell them that they can also bring home 

books on higher levels for an adult to read to them, as this is just as 

important for their reading and comprehension skills as them reading 

aloud independently. 

We continue to work on spellings and handwriting through short, regular 

sessions. Their weekly spellings are set on Spelling Frame so please 

support your child with practising these regularly. The spellings set will 

be the ones that we worked on in class the previous week, so won’t be 

new to them. 

Maths 

This term we are continuing to work on our understanding of fractions, 

and have moved onto finding fractions of numbers. Some children have 

spotted that they can use their times tables to help them! We will then 

find equivalent fractions and start to add and subtract simple fractions. 

We will continue to revise our formal methods for addition, subtractions, 

multiplication and division and will use them to find the solutions to 

word problems. Finally, we will practise telling the time (including 

learning about the 24 hour clock) and learn about measures for weight 

(g, kg) and volume (ml, l). 

 



Each Friday, a maths video will be put onto the Year 3 Maths channel. 

Please watch the video at home and discuss what we have found out – 

this will help the children to be ready for the following week. Every time 

we start a new unit of work, an assessment sheet will also go onto 

Teams. This will show you the types of questions that we will be 

working on in school. Children should also keep practicing their times 

tables on TT Rockstars! Thank you for your support with maths 

homework. 

Topic and other subjects 

Year 3 have PE with Mr Bulbeck on Wednesday and Thursday. 

In DT, we are investigating solid structures and 

will be looking at the building of walls and 

bridges in particular. If you notice interesting 

structures (e.g. arches, sculptures, bridges), or even just 

different types of wall, when out and about, they may 

enjoy looking closely at how these are constructed: what 

material they use and how they are built. 

In Science, we are investigating rocks and fossils, looking at the 

different types of rock and how they are formed. The children loved 

looking closely at a variety of stones and rocks in the first lesson and 

comparing and contrasting them. 

This half term in Geography, we are learning 

about rivers and mountains of Europe. The 

children are confident in naming and locating 

the seven continents and have been using 

atlases to locate the primary rivers of Europe. 

The children will be doing a Music topic on 

mountains alongside this with Miss Morton. 

Next half-term in History, we will be learning about the Anglo-Saxons. 

In RE, we have been finding out about Judaism and what Jews believe 

about God, Abraham and the covenant. We have been looking at the 

stories of Abraham and Sarah and of Moses and the Israelites. 

Our theme for PSHE this half -term is “Keeping ourselves safe”, but 

alongside that we will be revisiting lessons that were missed earlier in 

the year on relationships and valuing difference. We also use PSHE 

lessons to work on any issues or difficulties that may come up during 

playtimes or group work. 



I am very excited about all the learning we have to do this term, and 

your children’s fantastic, positive attitudes to our lessons really inspire 

me. Thank you again for your continued support and please don’t 

hesitate to contact me if you have concerns or questions about your 

child’s learning or wellbeing. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Whiffin 

 

  

 

 


