
Summer Term Newsletter 

Dear parents/carers of Year 4,  

Welcome back after what I hope has been a restful and 

enjoyable Easter break. As the weather is warming up, 

please ensure your child has sunscreen and a sunhat when 

necessary. A reminder that healthy snacks (fruit and vegetables) and 

bottles should be in named containers. In addition, please also remember 

to name school and sports’ clothing, particulary school jumpers, as it 

makes rehoming them easier when they get mislaid on the field!     

Literacy 
Our literacy and language genres for this half term focus upon a 
Victorian historical setting and a newspaper report typical of this period. 
Year 4 will read and explore a story from a Victorian setting and use the 
inspiration for their own writing. Throughout this unit we will also revise 
sentence structure and standard English.  
.  

 
In reading comprehension will be reading ‘I was a Rat!’ by 
Philip Pullman. We continue to focus on developing new 
vocabulary, inference, explanation and prediction.  
 
 
 

Literacy homework  
When reading school AR books at home, please continue to read at least 
5 times a week. It is important to listen and read with your child, 
extending their thinking and comprehension skills, including discussing 
new vocabulary. You can find more information on the Oxford Owl site: 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-comprehension/  
Please record and sign to say you have heard/read to your child to 
receive a raffle ticket and a chance to win a book token. Reading records 
are usually checked every Thursday. 
New spelling lists are set on Spelling frame every week. Please continue to 
practise these and then take the test by Tuesday. Use the lists to discuss 
the words/rules and practise writing them out into sentences.  
 
Maths 
This term, we will: 
*Revise place value and the calculation methods for addition, subtraction 
and multiplication.  
*count up and down in hundredths 
 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-comprehension/


 
*recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred 
and dividing tenths by ten  
*compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two 
decimal places 
*identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different 
orientations 
*compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilateral and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes    
*describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 
the left/right and up/down 
 
We will have a mini-check up after every completed unit. We practise times 
tables daily ready to complete the Times Tables Check in June.  
 
Maths Homework Please see the posted videos and assessment question 
examples on Teams to review learning or pre-learn concepts each week. In 
addition, continue to practise times tables throughout the week at home on 
TT Rockstars.  
 
Science 
In Science this half term we will be learning about animals and their 

habitats.  We will learn to recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways and use classification keys to help 

group, identify and name a variety of living things in our local 

and wider environment. We will recognise that environments can 
change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things.  

 
 

Topic  
Our Geography topic this half term focuses on international 
trade. Year 4 will learn to describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography, including: economic activity and trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water.  
  
Please continue to encourage your children to complete their homework 
each week: practising at home makes such a difference to their confidence 
in class. Please see below for a reminder of our class learning 
behaviours to discuss with your child. 
 
As always, please email or see me after school if you have any 
questions or issues. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Mrs Berrisford  



 

 

Year 4 Learning Behaviours  

Keeping 

going 

I understand that it is okay to 

make mistakes. 

 
Risk taker I will stay positive when I am 

faced with a new challenge. 

 
Respect I will look after myself and 

others. 

 
Motivated 

and engaged 

I will show I am listening by 

actively taking part in lessons. 

 
Taking 
responsibility 

I understand that I am responsible 
for my own learning and 

behaviour and will complete all 

homework on time.  
Team Player I will make sure that everyone has 

a chance to contribute to a group 

discussion and come to any 

decisions together. 
 

Aiming High I will come up with my own next 

steps to improve my work. 

 
 

 

 


