
Summer Term Newsletter 2021 

Dear parents of Year 5,  

I hope you had an enjoyable Easter break. It has been so lovely having 

everyone back. You should all be very proud of your children in how they 

have returned back to our school routines, as they are showing fantastic 

determination, perseverance and team work.  

As the sun is now making a come-back and the weather is warming, please 

ensure your child has sunscreen and a named sunhat when necessary. 

A reminder that snacks and bottles should be in named containers. 

Children are allowed fresh fruit, vegetables or half a sandwich 

during morning break, so they must bear that in mind when packing 

their lunch if they wish to have a snack then. We are encouraging children to 

use pots and lunchboxes rather than cling-film and packeted items 

where possible, as part of our drive to reduce litter and throw-away 

plastics. Please also remember to name clothing, particularly school 

jumpers, as it makes rehoming them easier.   

English 

Our literacy and language topic this half-term involves reading stories from 

another culture, with a particular focus on Dragon Slayer, which is an 

adventure story set in China. We will be exploring using pace and suspense 

to add excitement to our own writing. For our non-fiction writing, we will be 

writing non-chronological reports about mythical creatures, linked to our 

reading of Dragon Slayer. 

When we have completed this unit, we will be studying a play-script called 

Father’s Day and examining how the writer uses dramatic conventions to 

show subtleties of character and the conflicting emotions experienced within a 

family. They will be performing sections of the play and writing an 

additional scene themselves. 

This term’s class reader is Holes by Louis Sachar. I think it’s a 

great book which the children will really enjoy. It has a deft 

mixture of seriousness and humour which jumps around in time 

and place. It is full of suspense and excitement, written in a 

surprisingly simple but direct way.   

 



Please continue to share and enjoy books at home. When reading school 

books at home, please remember to read and sign the reading record at least 

5 times a week to receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win a book token.  

Spellings 

Please encourage your children to practise their spellings on SpellingFrame. 

Each week I will set different words with a test to complete. Practising at 

home really makes such a positive difference to the children’s writing and 

confidence in completing their tasks. The children have been given their 

passwords but do let me know if they have any difficulties in logging on. 

Maths 

This term, we will: 

*add and subtract fractions less and greater than 1. 

*add and subtract/ round/ order and compare decimals up to 2 d.p. 

*understand percentages as fractions and decimals. 

*review right angles, acute angles, obtuse angles and reflex angles,  

*use a protractor to measure angles,  

*name and describe 2D and 3D shapes,  

*find the volume of simple 3D shapes using cm³  

*convert between units of lengths using mm, cm, m and km,  

*convert between units of mass using g and kg,   

Every week I will be uploading a maths video to our class remote learning 

page on Teams. This video might be a unit review and go over key teaching 

from that week or it might be in reference to a key concept we are learning 

the following week. I would also be very grateful for you to continue to 

encourage your child to practise their times tables on TTRockstars. So much 

of our curriculum is reliant on having a fluency and secure knowledge of 

times tables, and it is of course, an on-going skill that needs continued 

practice. 

Topic  

In topic this term we are exploring both the physical and human geography 

of North America. We will compare and contrast the geographical location 

with that of Europe and investigate the diversity that is associated with the 

climate zones that are found in North America. We will consider the variation 



in populations across much of the continent and explore the main rivers and 

mountain ranges.  

After half-term, our topic will be Ice Biome which we will relate to the 

changes of our climate, which I know lots of the children are already very 

much looking forward to. 

Science 

In this first half of term our science unit is Animals, including humans. We 

will describe the changes as humans develop to old age. This will involve 

drawing timelines to indicate stages in the growth and development of 

humans and the changes experienced in puberty. We will together plan 

different types of scientific enquires to answer questions, including 

recognising and controlling variables where necessary.  

DT 

In DT this term we are going to develop our knowledge of frame structures 

to make different products. 

Learning Behaviours 

Risk taker 

 

I can go out of my comfort zone and try 
something new. 

Keeping 
going 

 

I know that making and understanding my 
mistakes will help me to learn. 

Aiming high 

 

I know what I need to do to take my 
learning further. 

Motivated 
and engaged 

 

I will focus on what I am doing and 
always try my hardest. 

Taking 
responsibility 

 

I will have what I need ready for the day 
and maintain a positive environment. 

Respect 

 

I value myself, others, property and the 
wider community. 

Team player 

 

I know that not everybody will think the 
same as me but I can share ideas and 
value others. 
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I am looking forward to another exciting, challenging and fulfilling term with 

your children; I can’t believe how quickly the year is passing! Please feel free 

to contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns. 

Mr Russell.  


