
Tatworth Primary School Covid-19 Risk Assessment February 2022 

 Updated Guidance from February 21st 2022  

 Follow Schools covid-19 operational guidance. Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
On 21 February the Prime Minister set out the next phase of the Government’s COVID19 response. COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and 
the imperative to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education remains. 
Their priority is now to support us to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant 
harm to educational attainment, life chances and mental and physical health. 
Changes to the guidance since 21 February 2022 publication include:  
Public health advice for COVID-19: people with COVID-19 and their contacts - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) changed from 24 February. Contacts are no longer required to 
self-isolate or advised to take daily tests, and contact tracing has ended. 

 

Risk Factor Control Measure to Consider/Government 
Guidance 

Tatworth Application of Measures 

Symptomatic children and 
adults attending school 
site 

  

 Follow public health advice on testing, self-
isolation and managing confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 
The main symptoms of coronavirus  in children are 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms in children - 
NHS (www.nhs.uk): 
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

• A high temperature 

• A new, continuous cough – this means 
coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours. 

• A loss or change to sense of smell or taste. 
Advice is to get a PCR test to check if they are 
positive as soon as possible.  Children and adults 
are advised to try and stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people until they get the test 
result. 
 
• All staff/pupils/visitors are advised to take a PCR 
and isolate until results are confirmed.  
 

Procedure in place to isolate individual: Suspected Covid Symptoms Procedure: 
message should be sent to TH or member of SLT.  Child should be collected from the 
back of the classroom and taken to the hatch area at the front of school.  Child will 
stay within the area and be spoken to through the closed hatch.  Parents/carers will 
be contacted to collect.  
 
Parents sent updated guidance (28/2/22) on when to keep children at home and 
when they can come back to school. What parents and carers need to know about 
early years providers, schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
From 21st February 2022 face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and 
visitors in the classroom or communal areas.  However, this can change at any time if 
an outbreak is experienced at school. 
 
Staff and pupils should follow wider advice on face coverings outside of school, 
including on transport to and from school. 
 
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test: Children, 
staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and 
what to do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms or have had a 
positive test result due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 When to stay at 
home if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) and what to do - NHS (www.nhs.uk).  Staff 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


are expected to work from home if they are well enough and children should be 
offered remote education. 
 
Those formerly considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable  
Following expert clinical advice and the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine 
programme, people previously considered to be particularly vulnerable, clinically 
extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or higher-risk are not being advised to shield 
again. Children and young people who were previously identified as being in one of 
these groups are advised to continue to follow Guidance for people previously 
considered clinically extremely vulnerable from COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Positive COVID-19 
case/close contact 

  

 • Follow public health advice on testing, 
self-isolation and managing confirmed 
cases of COVID-19: 

o Pupils, staff and other adults 
should follow guidance on People 
with COVID-19 and their contacts 
if they have COVID-19 symptoms 

• Advice given for guidance to reduce 
transmission from one family/household 
member to another 

o https://assets.publishing.service.
gov.uk/government/uploads/syst
em/uploads/attachment_data/fil
e/1056759/20211207_Reducing_
household_transmision.pdf 

 

People who live in the same household as 
someone with COVID-19 are at the highest risk of 
becoming infected because they are most likely 
to have prolonged close contact. People who 
stayed overnight in the household of someone 
with COVID-19 while they were infectious are 
also at high risk. 

What to do if you have COVID-19: 
The most effective way to avoid passing on COVID-19 infection is to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people. 
When someone with COVID-19 breathes, speaks, coughs or sneezes, they release small particles (droplets and aerosols) that contain the 
virus that causes COVID-19. These particles can come into contact with the eyes, nose or mouth or can be breathed in by another person. 
The particles can also land on surfaces and be passed from person to person via touch.  The risk of catching or passing on COVID-19 can be 
higher in certain places and when doing certain activities such as singing or vigorous exercise. In general, the risk of catching or passing on 
COVID-19 is highest when you are physically close to someone who is infected.  However, it is possible to be infected even by someone you 
do not have close contact with, especially if you are in a crowded, enclosed or poorly ventilated space. This is because the infectious 
particles can stay suspended in the air for some time. 

If you have COVID-19 you can infect other people from 2 days before your symptoms start, and for up to 10 days 
after. You can pass on the infection to others, even if you have mild symptoms or no symptoms at all. If you have 
COVID-19 you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people.  You should: 

• not attend work. If you are unable to work from home, you should talk to your employer about options 
available to you. You may be eligible for Statutory Sick Pay 

• ask friends, family, neighbours or volunteers to get food and other essentials for you 

• not invite social visitors into your home, including friends and family 

• postpone all non-essential services and repairs that require a home visit 

• cancel routine medical and dental appointments. If you are concerned about your health or you have been 
asked to attend an appointment in person during this time, discuss this with your medical contact and let them 
know about your symptoms or your test result 

• if you can, let people who you have been in close contact with know about your positive test result so that 
they can follow this guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056759/20211207_Reducing_household_transmision.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056759/20211207_Reducing_household_transmision.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056759/20211207_Reducing_household_transmision.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056759/20211207_Reducing_household_transmision.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056759/20211207_Reducing_household_transmision.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#infectious
https://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#volunteers


If you live with, or have stayed overnight in the 
household of, someone who has COVID-19, you 
are advised to: 

• minimise contact with the person who has 
COVID-19 

• work from home if you are able to do so 

• avoid contact with anyone you know who is 
at higher risk of becoming severely unwell if 
they are infected with COVID-19, especially 
those with a severely weakened immune 
system 

• limit close contact with other people outside 
your household, especially in crowded, 
enclosed or poorly ventilated spaces 

• wear a well-fitting face covering made with 
multiple layers or a surgical face mask in 
crowded, enclosed or poorly ventilated spaces 
and where you are in close contact with other 
people 

• pay close attention to the main symptoms of 
COVID-19. If you develop any of these 
symptoms, order a PCR test. You are advised 
to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people while you are waiting for your test 
result 

Follow this advice for 10 days after the day the 
person you live or stayed with symptoms started 
(or the day their test was taken if they did not 
have symptoms). 

Children and young people who usually attend an 
education or childcare setting and who live with 
someone who has COVID-19 should continue to 
attend the setting as normal. 

Many people will no longer be infectious to others after 5 days. You may choose to take an LFD test from 5 days 
after your symptoms started (or the day your test was taken if you did not have symptoms) followed by 
another LFD test the next day. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, the 
risk that you are still infectious is much lower and you can safely return to your normal routine. 
 
Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they are infectious. 
They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started (or the day their test was taken if they did 
not have symptoms) followed by another one the next day. If both these tests results are negative, they should 
return to their educational setting if they normally attend one, as long as they feel well enough to do so and do 
not have a temperature. 

 
• Pupils and staff should return to school as soon as they can, in line with guidance. 

• PH will only advise staff and secondary school children to undertake testing of staff and children if there is 
an outburst. 

• Children and young people previously considered CEV should attend school and should follow the same 
COVID-19 guidance as the rest of the population.  

• All school staff and eligible pupils are recommended to take up the offer of a vaccine. 

• In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a pupil with the key symptoms of COVID-19 should not 
attend the school, given the potential risk to others. 

Attendance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#higherrisk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


If you are a contact of someone with COVID-19 
but do not live with them or did not stay in their 
household overnight, you are at lower risk of 
becoming infected. Carefully follow the guidance 
on Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help 
prevent the spread. 

 

• School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to ensure that 
as many children as possible regularly attend school.  

• Where a child is self-isolating (awaiting a test result) or in quarantine because of COVID[1]19, they should 
be recorded as code X (not attending in circumstances related to coronavirus). Where they are unable to 
attend because they have a confirmed case of COVID-19 they should be recorded as code I (illness) 

• Where appropriate, we should support those who are self-isolating because they have tested positive to 
work or learn from home if they are well enough to do so.   

o The remote education provided should be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would 
receive in school. We should work collaboratively with families and put in place reasonable 
adjustments so that pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can successfully 
access remote education. 
 

• We should continue to provide free school meal support to any pupils who are eligible for benefits-
related free school meals and who are learning at home during term time. 

• Good practices will be passed onto families including: Germ Defence 
 
 

Good practices in and 
around school 

  

Expectation of visitors 
before accessing the school 
site. 
 
Start and end of the school 
day. 
 

Use of CO2 monitors in rooms around school 
where social distancing is less possible.  Adults to 
adhere to the monitor and if the screen is amber 
or red adults to open windows if necessary or 
reduce the number of adults in the room.   
 
Use of different entrances/exits for different 
groups.  
 
It is no longer recommended that children stay in 
consistent groups.  This allows for flexibility in 
curriculum delivery and that assemblies can 
resume.  Mixing at lunch time is permitted.   
 

• Staff to wash their hands when they arrive at school each day and take their 
temperature. 
• All visitors to stay outside of the hatch and have their temperature taken before 
coming through into school.  Visitors asked to wash their hands or sanitise before 
moving into the rest of the school. 
• Hatch glass to remain closed when talking to visitors. 
• Advise parents on the recommendations not to congregate in groups outside school 
at drop off or collection time.   
• Parents/carers asked to drop their children at the school gate and move away.  
• Parents/carers reminded that the school gate is not a location for socialising and 
catching-up.   
• Parents/carers are able to meet with school staff with a prearranged appointment 
only. 
 
The school timetable will continue to be changed to support all children to safely 
attend school.  All gates will be opened at 8.40 am each morning and closed at 8.50 
am.  Children can come in the same gates as Autumn 2021 and will be met by a 
member of staff who will sanitise their hands.  All children will wash their hands once 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.germdefence.org/


in school.  This routine will continue.  All staff to continue with their gate routines at 
the start of the morning and end of the day. 
No zone areas at gates, to encourage parents/carers not to stop. 
Gate system: 

Year Group Gate(s) 

Reception main gate or field gate 

Year 1 main gate or field gate 

Year 2 gate opposite year 2 classroom or field gate 

Year 3 gate opposite year 2 classroom or field gate 

Year 4 bottom playground gate or field gate 

Year 5 bottom playground gate or field gate 

Year 6 bottom playground gate or field gate 

 
We are continuing to have staggered lunches to facilitate less congestion to collect a 
hot dinner.  Children to still sit on one side of each table, facing forwards.  Classes to 
continue to sit in their class groups where possible.   
3 Staff rooms available: original staff room, gold room and mezzanine. 

Maintaining preventative 
measures 

  

 Follow Schools covid-19 operational guidance. 
Schools COVID-19 operational guidance 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
DfE Control measures: 
• Ensure good hygiene for everyone  
Hand hygiene – frequent and thorough hand 
cleaning should be regular practice. You should 
continue to ensure that pupils clean their hands 
regularly. This can be done with soap and water or 
hand sanitiser. 
Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 
approach continues to be very important. 
Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) - 
Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond 
what they would normally need for their work. 
• Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using 
standard products such as detergents - there 
should be in place an appropriate cleaning 
schedule and this should be maintained. This 

Classroom practise:  
1) Clean your hands and wrists more often than usual - with running water and soap 
and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts 
of the hands are covered.   Hand washing should be maintained for 20 seconds.  This 
may compromise teaching/learning time, but hygiene to take priority.  
2) Avoid touching your mouth, nose and eyes.  
3) Clean frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as 
detergents and anti-bacterial / anti-viral products.  Cleaning of tables and chairs to 
take place if children change seats and always at lunch times and break times. 

4) Help your class to follow the rules on hand cleaning, not touching their faces, 

‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ etc. Ensure all children wash their hands for 20 seconds each. 
5) Keep internal classroom door and windows open for air flow. Guidance suggests all 
roof ventilation to be opened and other windows at least half open when possible.  
Children to go outside for a maximum of 5 minutes after each teaching session.  All 
windows and doors should be opened to allow an increase air flow/change air in the 
classroom.  Fire doors to be closed during teaching time. 
6) Limit the number of children from your class using the toilet at any one time.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf


should include regular cleaning of areas and 
equipment (for example, twice per day), with a 
particular focus on frequently touched surfaces. 
UKHSA has published guidance on the cleaning of 
non-healthcare settings. 
• Keep occupied spaces well ventilated - it is 
important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a 
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. 
 
Opening external windows can improve natural 
ventilation, and in addition, opening internal doors 
can also assist with creating a throughput of air. If 
necessary, external opening doors may also be 
used (if they are not fire doors and where safe to 
do so). 
CO2 monitors allow staff to quickly identify where 
ventilation needs to be improved. 

Outbreak Management Plan to be updated when 
stepping up and down measures are necessary.  

From 21 February, staff and pupils in mainstream 
secondary schools will not be expected to continue 
taking part in regular asymptomatic testing and 
should follow asymptomatic testing advice for the 
general population. 
 
In the event of an outbreak, school may also be 
advised by their local health team or director of 
public health to undertake testing for staff and 
students of secondary age and above for a period 
of time. 

7) Staff to read the school’s updated Behaviour Policy, and Child Protection and 
Safeguarding Policy and know what role in it you’re being asked to take. 
8) Cleaning staff to check supplies of soap, hand towels and sanitiser at lunch time 
and again at the end of the day.  Reordering of stock should be done before the 
likelihood of stock running out.   
 
• Lunch time cleaning of toilets and frequently-touched surfaces.  Teachers and TAs 
to clean frequently-touched areas and tables before lunch.  Lunch supervisors to 
clean tables in classrooms after eating. 
 
• Perspex screens available for staff to use in the library and in classrooms.  Doors to 
be opened to allow for ventilation. 
  
Only when Public Health have advised: 
• Face coverings to be used in school or at the start and end of each day when 
welcoming children to school.   
When removing a face covering, staff and visitors should:  
• wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 
sanitiser before removing  
• only handle the straps, ties or clips  
• not give it to someone else to use  
• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a household waste bin and do not recycle  
• once removed, store reusable face coverings in a plastic bag until there is an 
opportunity to wash them.  
• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest 
temperature appropriate for the fabric  
• wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 
sanitiser once removed. 
 
Staff can choose to wear a face covering in school. 

Good practices: internal 
areas and play areas 

  



 
 

Government Control measures: 
Ensure good hygiene for everyone – frequent and 
thorough hand cleaning should be regular practice.  
Children and staff to clean hands regularly with 
soap and water or hand sanitiser.  ‘catch it, bin it, 
kill it’ approach continues to be important.  PPE 
not required beyond what is normally needed for 
work.  Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes  
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated  
Follow public health advice on testing, self-
isolation and managing confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 
 

• Adults can use face masks in communal areas.  Staff to be encouraged to travel 
around the outside of the building in a clockwise direction where possible, to further 
reduce risks. 

• Staff to be mindful communal areas such as staff room. Perspex screens are still 
available for intervention or close contact work. 

• Doors to be opened to allow for ventilation.  
• Play equipment and school grounds are not to be used by families for casual play at 
the start and end of day.   
 
•  Cleaning with anti-bacterial cleaner should continue with a lunch time clean of 
most used surfaces in classrooms and toilet area.  All lunch supervisors to continue to 
clean down desks and door handles at lunch time (teachers and teaching assistants to 
clean door handles at break time) and cleaner to clean all toilets at midway through 
the day. 
 
• Cleaning buckets with wipes etc. to be make available in each classroom and staff 
rooms to allow any adult to clean as required. 
 
• All staff to be responsible to open windows in the rooms they are working in. 
 
• External windows (at least, velux windows for classes 1-6) should be opened at the 
start of each day.  There should however, be a balance for increased ventilation while 
maintaining a comfortable temperature.  Library outside door should be open each 
morning to ventilate the communal area and then at 10-minute intervals (at least 
hourly) throughout the day to maintain a good level of ventilation.  Use of CO2 
monitor to identify where ventilation needs to be improved.  
 

Hygiene and Cleaning   

 Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using 
standard products such as detergents  
You should put in place and maintain an 
appropriate cleaning schedule. This should include 
regular cleaning of areas and equipment (for 
example, twice per day), with a particular focus on 
frequently touched surfaces. 

• PPE to be worn by cleaning staff as required. 
Cleaning staff are aware of appropriate cleaning requirements.  
• All classrooms are provided with cleaning materials.  
• All classrooms have bins with lids.  
• Cleaner to ensure that sanitation and cleaning supplies are sufficient across the 
school and restocked as necessary.  



UKHSA has published guidance on the cleaning of 
non-healthcare settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cov
id-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-
settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-
healthcare-settings 

The risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 
depends on many factors, including: 

• the type of surface contaminated 

• the amount of virus shed from the individual 

• the time the individual spent in the setting 

• the time since the individual was last in the 
setting 

COVID-19 spreads from person to person through 
small droplets, aerosols and through direct 
contact. Surfaces and belongings can also be 
contaminated with COVID-19 when people with 
the infection cough or sneeze or touch them. The 
risk of spread is greatest when people are close to 
each other, especially in poorly ventilated indoor 
spaces and when people spend a lot of time 
together in the same room. 

Regular cleaning plays a vital role in limiting the 
transmission of COVID-19. 

Reducing clutter and removing difficult to clean 
items can make cleaning easier. Increase the 
frequency of cleaning, using standard cleaning 
products such as detergents and bleach, paying 
attention to all surfaces but especially ones that 
are touched frequently, such as door handles, light 

• The guidelines state that PPE beyond what is normally needed for work will not be 
required. However, PPE kits will be available if required for intimate care, first aid or 
medical needs. 
 
Cleaning is enhanced throughout the day: 
Toilets will be deep cleaned at the end of each day and cleaned at lunchtime. 
Hot tap to be checked each day by the CT.  Warm water should run from each tap 
daily.  H&S co-ordinator to check tap temperatures each week.  
Toilets will be sprayed and cleaned by a member of cleaning staff during the lunch 
period with suitable cleaning detergent. Tables and contact points will be cleaned 
regularly throughout the day.  
Equipment that has been used (and that can be cleaned) should be identified by the 
teacher at the end of the day to the cleaner (message on whiteboard) so that those 
objects can be disinfected. 
No toys can be brought from home.  
Resources that cannot be cleaned according to the instructions must be packed away 
until after the COVID-19 epidemic is over.  
IPads, computers, laptops should be wiped daily and between use. Children should 
not share iPads or laptops. Wipes should be available on the It trolley and in the ICT 
Suite at all times. 
Some cleaning to be completed by CT and TAs assigned to classrooms. 
Cleaning at least twice daily, including taps, toilet flushes, toilet seats, table surfaces, 
door handles, handrails, armrests, light switches etc. However, staff will be required 
to clean surfaces and touch points when used.   Door handles and taps to be cleaned 
at break and lunch time. 
Bins must be emptied before they are full and at least once daily.  
Cleaner to wear gloves.  
Disinfectant to be used to clean items which cannot be done with soap which then is 
removed by water into a sink. Communication from teacher to cleaner should be left 
on the whiteboard in the classroom area at the end of each day. 
 
Classrooms have supplies to allow cleaning of frequently touched surfaces.  This 
cleaning is completed by class teacher and TA during the morning and afternoon and 
lunch supervisor at lunch time.   
 
Lunch time cleaning (12.30 – 12.45 and 2 pm to 2.15) includes: toilets, sinks, door 
handles around school.  Lunch supervisors will wipe down classroom tables before 
the start of the afternoon lessons. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


switches, work surfaces, remote controls and 
electronic devices. 

As a minimum, frequently touched surfaces should 
be wiped down twice a day, and one of these 
should be at the beginning or the end of the 
working day. Cleaning should be more frequent 
depending on the number of people using the 
space, whether they are entering and exiting the 
setting and access to handwashing and hand-
sanitising facilities. Cleaning of frequently touched 
surfaces is particularly important in bathrooms and 
communal kitchens. 

When cleaning surfaces, it is not necessary to wear 
personal protective equipment (PPE) or clothing 
over and above what would usually be used. 

 
Classrooms: 
All classes have access to antibacterial hand-gel and tissues, reinforcing good hygiene 
habits.   Orange buckets of cleaning products to be in each classroom cupboard and 
to be checked daily (by cleaners) to ensure cleaning products are always available.   
All staff have access to cleaning materials (adhering to COSHH guidelines) and 
conduct regular cleaning of environment Communicate control measures with all 
stakeholders, ensuring full compliance at all times. 

Insufficient handwashing 
and hygiene facilities 
increase the risk of 
transmission. 
 

Children to handwash on entry to school, before 
and after each break and lunch, on changing 
classrooms, leaving school and after using toilet. • 
Ensure supplies of suitable soap. Skin friendly 
cleaning wipes can be used as an alternative  
• Extra signage to encourage washing hands.  
• Ensure help is available for children who cannot 
clean their hands independently.  
• Hand gel dispensers at strategic locations around 
the site to complement handwashing facilities.  
• Supplies of tissues and lidded bins in each 
teaching space and classroom.  
• Promotion of the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ campaign 
to pupils and staff. 

• Frequent and through hand cleaning continues as regular practice.  
• Antibacterial soap used in all dispensers.  
• Handwashing regime timetabled each day.  
• Reminders of how to wash hands regularly by staff and signs displayed to remind 
staff and children.  
• Hand sanitiser dispensers are positioned around school and regularly topped up.  
• All classrooms are provided with tissues and lidded bins.  
• Catch it, Bin it, Kill it posters displayed around school. 

Exposure to new hazardous 
substances (products) 

COSHH assessment to be carried out for any new 
cleaning/sanitising products in use.  
• Cleaning staff to be made aware of the COSHH 
risk assessments. • Appropriate storage of 
hazardous substances. • Material data sheets to be 
made available for new and existing products. 

COSHH data sheets are in the school office and staff are encouraged to review.  
• All staff tasked with cleaning & disinfecting follow the COSHH risk assessment 
process.  
• All staff will be made aware of new products. 



Site and building   

Visitors/contractors/suppli
ers on site increase the risk 
of transmission. 

 • Hand sanitiser provided upon entry. • Deliveries accepted via main entrance – 
outdoors. 
• All visitor are by pre-arrangement only and required to sign in.  

Changes affect normal 
emergency procedures. 

Fire safety management plans should be reviewed 
and checked in line with operational changes. 
Schools should check:  
• All fire doors are operational at all times  
• Fire alarm system and emergency lights have 
been tested and are fully operational.  
• Review of fire assembly points to accommodate 
reduced contact and distancing where practicable.  
• Fire drill practice to train new arrangements. 

• A full Fire Risk Assessment is available in the school office. Pre-COVID arrangements 
in place. 
• If there is a substantial increase in the number of positive cases in school, a director 
of public health will advise.  This might include that face coverings should temporarily 
be work in communal areas or classrooms. 
• Red folder prepared and updated with procedures and telephone numbers so 
action following a positive Covid test will be as efficient as possible. 

Site security is 
compromised by new 
arrangements.  

• Normal security standards will apply and careful 
consideration given to the balance for security and 
the need for enhanced ventilation.  

• No new arrangements required. Site security reviewed and updated 

Building checks not taken 
place 

All usual building checks are to be undertaken as 
normal including flushing of water outlets, 
schedules of preventative maintenance, portable 
appliance testing and asbestos monitoring. 

Monitoring sheets in school office and completed by H&S lead. 

Inadequate ventilation 
increases the risk of 
transmission of Covid 19 
 
Advice on this can be found 
in Health and Safety 
Executive guidance here 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/co
ronavirus/equipment-and-
machinery/air-
conditioning-and-
ventilation.htm   

It is important to ensure it is well ventilated and 
that a comfortable teaching environment is 
maintained. DfE guidance: 
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated – external 
windows (at least, velux windows for classes 1-6) 
should be opened at the start of each day.  There 
should however, be a balance for increased 
ventilation while maintaining a comfortable 
temperature. 

• Window and doors will be open to provide ventilation whilst maintaining a 
comfortable temperature. 
• Opening internal doors can also assist with creating a throughput of air (but not Fire 
Doors)  
• Opening external doors may also be used provided security is not unduly 
compromised 
• Library outside door should be open each morning to ventilate the communal area 
and then for at least 10 mins every hour throughout the day.   
• Extra 5 min ventilation break added between sessions to allow air flow in 
classrooms to be opened up and ventilated. 
• Flexibility to uniform to allow additional clothing as the colder temperatures 
approach. 
• Door stops can be used to support ventilation but only on doors that are not fire 
doors.  Fire doors are to be kept closed unless an automatic door closure is attached.  
Fire doors can be opened at break times when the children are outside. 

Equipment and Furniture   

https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm


Shared equipment 
increases the risk of 
transmission 

Outdoor equipment should be cleaned more 
frequently than normal.  
• Resources that are shared between groups, such 
as sports, art and science equipment should be 
cleaned frequently. 
Handwashing before and after each lesson.  
• Cleaning regime for door handles, press to 
enter/exit buttons, communal surfaces and 
touchpoints. 

• All classrooms have access to spray disinfectant and cleaning wipes.  
• All equipment will be cleaned regularly.  
• KS1 and KS2 children will continue to have Individual pencil cases and equipment. 
Antibacterial soap used in all dispensers.  
• Handwashing/santitising regime timetabled each day (start of day, before eating 
snack/end of break, lunch time, every time they use the toilet and end of the day.  
• Reminders of how to wash hands regularly by staff and signs displayed to remind 
staff and children. 
• Frequent and through hand cleaning continues as regular practice.  
• Appropriate cleaning schedule will be in place which will include cleaning of tables 
and equipment twice a day.  
• Caretaker and cleaning staff are aware of appropriate cleaning requirements. 

Safeguarding, Health and 
Wellbeing 

  

Safeguarding School will keep up-to-date with advice issued by, 
but not limited to, DfE, NHS, Department for 
health and social care. 
Schools should consider revising their child 
protection policy (led by their Designated 
Safeguarding Lead) to reflect the return of more 
pupils. Schools must have regard to the statutory 
safeguarding guidance - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/kee
ping-children-safe-in-education--2  and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cov
id-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-
providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-
schools-colleges-and-other-providers 

• Safeguarding protocols will remain in place. 
• Weekly safeguarding meetings will take place every Wednesday 
• All staff to read and update KCSiE 2021. 
 

Inadequate staffing levels 
create supervision or 
safeguarding issues. 
 

Carry out an audit of all staff availability and 
review it regularly.  
• Introduce a process for staff to inform you if their 
health situation changes.  
• If there is a shortage of teachers consider use of 
suitably qualified TAs to lead a group and maintain 
ratios. 

• Teachers working in more than one school should make the SLT aware of any issues 
relating to Covid 19 that occur in their other schools. 
• All staff have been made aware of guidance and have been given a copy of this risk 
assessment. 

Vulnerable / Extremely 
vulnerable children at 
higher risk of infection. 

Following expert clinical advice and the successful 
rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, 
people previously considered to be particularly 

Parents should follow current medical/government advice if their child is in this 
category 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers


vulnerable, clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), 
and high or higher-risk are not being advised to 
shield again. Children and young people who were 
previously identified as being in one of these 
groups, are advised to continue to follow the 
guidance contained in Coronavirus: how to stay 
safe and help prevent the spread. Children and 
young people previously considered CEV should 
attend school and should follow the same COVID-
19 guidance as the rest of the population. In some 
circumstances, a child or young person may have 
received personal advice from their specialist or 
clinician on additional precautions to take and they 
should continue to follow that advice 

• Class teacher made aware of children who were previously classified as critically 
vulnerable and individual risk assessment completed if necessary. 
 
All staff and eligible children are recommended to take up the offer of a vaccine. 

Person becomes unwell 
with Covid-19 symptoms in 
school 

Move to a pre-designated room where person can 
be isolated, with adult supervision if a child. • 
Ventilate the room if possible.  
• PPE should be worn if contact is required.  
• Inform parent/carer to arrange collection.  
• Cleaning regime after each usage of the space. 

• The SLT and office staff are made aware. 
• Suspected Covid Symptoms Procedure. 
• Use of isolation room at front of school, in the lobby area for children if they 
develop symptoms with door open for ventilation. PPE must be worn by staff if they 
cannot maintain a distance of 2m. Parents to be called and child to be sent home as 
soon as possible if they develop symptoms. Symptomatic pupils should self-isolate 
until they receive their test results. 
• Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils 
who have been in close contact with them do not need to go home to self-isolate 
unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should arrange a test) 
• Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running 
water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who is unwell. The area 
around the person with symptoms must be cleaned with normal household bleach 
after they have left to reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people. 
• If a parent reports a child is ill with one or more COVID symptoms, the parent will 
be advised to get their child tested. 
• If an adult develops symptoms, they will be sent straight home. Recommended to 
complete PCR, and isolate until the result is confirmed.  
• School to have a Contingency Plan to manage any outbreak for Covid-19. 
Use of flow chart in office 
Phone call to Public Health England and follow guidance 
Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Outbreak of Covid-19 
within the school 

Senior leaders have awareness of the PHE “local 
outbreak management plan”  

SLT will contact Public Health and follow guidance.  
• An Outbreak Management plan is available in the school office.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


• Local school management plan is in place and 
relevant staff have been made aware  
• Remote education plans in place  

• Short term and long-term remote education plans are in place for any absences 

Staff wellbeing affected 
 

Staff meetings and communication.  
• Defined wellbeing support measures for staff.  
• Designated staff rest areas. 

Risk assessments will be completed if risks are identified.  
• Regular staff meeting will communicate and highlight any changes with all staff.  
• Wellbeing posters displayed around the school  
• Staffroom area available at all times. 

Welcoming children back 
to school 

In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a 
pupil with symptoms should not attend the school, 
given the potential risk to others. If a parent or 
carer insists on a pupil attending your school, you 
can take the decision to refuse the pupil if, in your 
reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect 
other pupils and staff from possible infection with 
COVID-19. Your decision would need to be 
carefully considered in light of all the 
circumstances and current public health advice. 

TH or SLT to have a conversation with any parents/carers who this affects directly. 

Pupil wellbeing is impacted 
by the current situation 
causing physical and 
mental ill health. 

To follow: 
Promoting and supporting mental health and 
wellbeing in schools and colleges - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 

Curriculum to support children’s well-being.  
• Provide opportunities to talk about their experiences/concerns.  
• Pastoral activities through PSHE/Scarf/ELSA/Thrive 

Individual Considerations  
 

  

1:1 teaching, physical 
restraint and children with 
SEND or EHC plans are 
adversely affected by the 
current situation. 
 
 
Supporting vulnerable 
children: 

Individual risk assessments of children with 
behavioural difficulties. • Ensure a supply of PPE is 
available based on need. • Reduced timetable or 
consideration of other solutions if child’s behaviour 
puts staff at risk. • 1:1 teaching to be done with 
reduced contact. 
 
Where pupils who are self-isolating are within our 
definition of vulnerable, it is very important that 
we put systems in place to keep in contact with 
them, particularly if they have a social worker. 
Some children may be vulnerable who are not 
officially in statutory systems and schools should 
seek to support any children who they believe may 
have challenging circumstances at home 

Reduced timetable for individual child discussed and agreed with parents and SEMH 
team in Yeovil. To be reviewed continuously.  
• PPE is available in designated areas  
• HT available for additional support.  
• Risk assessments are in place for children with EHCPs  
• SENCO in regular contact with parents. 
 • Parents should follow current medical / government advice if their child is in this 
category. 
• Parents to be informed if a child’s behaviour puts staff at risk and if necessary 
reduced timetables will be in place and exclusions could follow. 
• All staff have been asked to maintain a distance when working with children. 
When a vulnerable pupil is asked to self-isolate we will:  
• notify their social worker (if they have one) and, for looked-after children, the local 
authority virtual school head  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges


• agree with the social worker the best way to maintain contact and offer support 
You should have procedures in place to:  
• check if a vulnerable pupil is able to access remote education support  
• support them to access it (as far as possible)  
• regularly check if they are accessing remote education  
• keep in contact with them to check their wellbeing and refer onto other services if 
additional support is needed 

First Aid/accidents and 
incidents 

 • Paediatric first aider on site at all times 
• First aiders to use their discretion if they should use PPE when administering first 
aid. 
• Waste should be disposed of in the usual way or if following Covid-19 
recommendations. 
• when administering first aid, the member of staff should work at the side of the 
patient as much as possible and wear a mask and gloves. 
• A First Aid grab bag should always be taken outside by a designated staff member – 
Child should not be sent inside to be treated for first aid. 

Remote education  Schools subject to the remote education 
temporary continuity direction are required to 
provide remote education to pupils covered by the 
direction where their attendance would be 
contrary to government guidance or legislation 
around COVID-19. You should maintain your 
capacity to deliver high-quality remote education 
across this academic year, including for pupils who 
are abroad, and facing challenges to return due to 
COVID-19 travel restrictions, for the period they 
are abroad. 

All children will be offered remote education if they are self-isolating or have covid-
19 but are well enough to do tasks at home.  The remote education provided will be 
equivalent in length to the core teaching children would receive in school.  We will 
work with families and make reasonable adjustments so that children with special 
educational needs and disabilities can successfully access remote education. 

Educational visits Health and safety on educational visits - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 

Full and thorough risk assessments to be completed for all educational visits to 
ensure that any public health advice, such as hygiene and ventilation requirements, is 
included as part of the risk assessment.   

Wraparound care COVID-19: Actions for out-of-school settings 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

Wraparound childcare and other organised activities for children may take place in 
groups of any number 

Risk assessments and 
Policies 

  

How will you follow the 
“system of controls” as per 
the following guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/acti
ons-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak 

• See all updated/written policies linked to Covid-19.  All staff asked to acknowledge 
that they have read the school risk assessment and updated gov guidance February 
2022. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044531/OOSS_Provider_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044531/OOSS_Provider_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


• Updated policies distributed to staff in September 2021.  The following policies 
have been updated/annex or addendum published, or introduced in the light of 
COVID-19: 

- Behaviour for Learning 
- Control of Infections 
- Critical Incident 
- Evacuation Procedures 
- Fire Safety Management 
- First Aid and Medicines 
- First Aid Response Process 
- Home School Agreement 
- Intimate Care 
- Online Teaching and Learning 
- Protocol for Staff Contacting Children from Home 
- Safeguarding (Child Protection) 
- Suspected COVID-19 Symptoms Procedures 

 
• Updated safeguarding training completed during September 2021 
 
• Children are not to be inside the building unsupervised during lunch time or dinner 
unless they have requested the toilet. Access to the toilet will be monitored.  
 
• A revised Home/School Agreement was sent to all parents of pupils who will be 
returning to school I September and all new parents, to ensure that both pupils and 
parents are aware of the school’s expectations around new routines and behaviour.   

Standard risk assessments 
do not take account of 
additional covid-19 risks 

Ensure all work environments and 
teaching/learning activities have been subjected to 
risk assessments in line with conventional H&S 
requirements.  
• Review and where necessary update all risk 
assessments with additional control measures to 
counter any significant covid-19 infection 
transmission risk.  
• Pay particular attention to curriculum areas and 
activities being resumed for the first time since 
school restrictions were introduced 
 

One -off activities such as PAFOTs and other fundraising events, will be subject to 
separate risk assessment.  
• School clubs, Breakfast clubs and after-school provision will be subject to a separate 
risk assessment.  
• Behaviour policy amended to reflect covid-19 protocols.  

Monitoring   



Control measures set out in 
this risk assessment do not 
prove effective Levels of 
compliance are inadequate 

Named school staff will monitor the application 
and effectiveness of the control measures set out 
within this risk assessment, and the level of 
compliance by staff, visitors and pupils  
• Non-compliance will be addressed immediately • 
Regular communication with staff on the outcomes 
of the monitoring  
•School’s H&S Advisers are able to visit the school 
site to assess compliance 

HT and the SLT will monitor the risk assessment in practice.  
• Risk assessment will be continually reviewed in the light of government guidance 
and will be adapted as necessary.  
• All staff have been made aware to adhere to the risk assessment. 
 • All staff have been given a copy of the risk assessment • All staff are regularly 
reminded verbally of the risk assessment.  
• Any advice will be acted upon immediately and shared with all staff/parents. 

 


