
 

 

7th April 2022 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Summer Term 2022 
 
The Department for Education has now passed the baton over to the UK Health Security Agency 
(UKHSA), regarding operations and guidance for Covid-19. 
 
UKHSA has subsequently published further guidance that is specific to schools: 

 

This advice provides information on preventing the spread of infections: which diseases to 

vaccinate for; how long to keep children away from school; managing infectious diseases and 

cleaning the environment.  The guidance on Covid-19 is under ‘R’ for respiratory infections. 

Specifically, on the circumstances in which a child or member of staff should not attend school, 

the guidance states:  

 

• Children with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat or mild cough, who are 

otherwise well, can continue to attend school. 

• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at 

home and where possible avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school 

when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough. 

• If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result, they should try to stay at 

home and where possible avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they 

took the test. The risk of passing the infection on to others is much lower after 3 days if 

they feel well and do not have a high temperature.  

• Children and young people who live with someone who has a positive COVID-19 test 

result, should continue to attend as normal. 

• Any staff who have a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home for 5 days 

after the day they took the test. 

 

In school, we will continue to adhere to preventative measures including: 

• Ventilating our learning spaces; 

• Encouraging regular washing of hands and sanitising; 

• Reducing the risk of infection by reducing equipment or cleaning more regularly; 

• Catching coughs and colds and disposing of used tissues in a lidded bin; 

• Comprehensively cleaning of commonly-touched surfaces; 

• Increasing cleaning in the setting. 

 

 



 

As a school, we would contact our UKHSA Health Protection Team for extra guidance if there 

was: 

• A higher than previously experienced and/or rapidly increasing number of staff or student 

absences due to acute respiratory infection. 

• Evidence of severe disease due to respiratory infection, for example if a pupil, student, 

child or staff member is admitted to hospital.  

The subsequent guidance would then be shared with all parents and carers. 

 

Chickenpox and Scarlet Fever 

I have also received information drawing my attention to the recent increase in routine 

childhood infectious diseases which we are currently observing across the country and 

specifically in the South West. Over the two years of the COVID pandemic response, there has 

been a significant reduction in notifications of many other infections, some of which commonly 

presented in seasonal patterns. As we continue to relax restrictions and precautions put in place 

to prevent the transmission of COVID, we are likely to see an uptick in reported cases and some 

localised outbreaks in primary schools and childcare settings. Chickenpox and scarlet fever are 

two routine childhood infections which are currently seeing some resurgence; both are 

considered to be common, mild and of low public health risk.  Again, I ask that we are vigilant 

and investigate possible symptoms before attending school.   

 

With Covid-19 cases still evident in our community, we will keep morning and end of day 

routines the same for the start of the summer term.  I will write again at the end of April with 

plans going forward.  Until then, please continue to seek advice if you believe you or members of 

your family have tested positive for Covid-19 or other infectious diseases.   

 

Kind regards 

  

 
 

Tracey Hart 

Headteacher 


