
 

 

13th October 2022 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Parent Forum Feedback 
 
A thank you to our parent forum for once again coming in for coffee and a chat this week.  As 
always, we had some invaluable discussions and the following is a synopsis of all we talked about: 
  
Attendance Policy and Department for Education Guidance 2022 
We started our meeting with the expectation from DfE for school attendance.  We discussed the 
requirements for home and school and how else the school was supporting with a positive approach 
to school attendance. The forum acknowledged my stance last year, understanding the impact of 
COVID and how we now needed to get back to a focus on the importance for attendance for all, 
unless children are poorly. 
  
The DfE guidance asks for families: 

• To ensure their child attends every day the school is open except when a statutory reason 
applies 

• To notify the school as soon as possible when their child has to be unexpectedly absent (e.g. 
sickness) 

• To only request leave of absence in exceptional circumstances and do so in advance 
• To book any medical appointments around the school day where possible 

 
The DfE expects schools to: 

• Have a clear school attendance policy on the school website which all staff, pupils and 
parents understand 

• Develop and maintain a whole school culture that promotes the benefits of good attendance 
• Accurately complete admission and attendance registers 
• Have robust daily processes to follow up absence 
• Have a dedicated senior leader with overall responsibility for championing and improving 

attendance. 
  
The members of the forum agreed that a separate letter regarding attendance would be useful for 
parents to understand the expectations going forward.  I will send this out before half term. 
  
School lunches 
There was concern raised that families were being asked to pay for hot lunches for their children in 
KS2 termly and this was felt to be difficult in the present financial climate.  The school office are able 
to confirm that all lunches can be paid for a week at a time, but that families need to do this by 
Friday ready for the start of the associated week.  The office is unable to remind families to book hot 
lunches if they choose to swap to a shorter time frame. 
 
After half term, apple juice will no longer be on the menu for a Friday and extra salad and fruit will 
be provided. 



 

 

  
There was a question about the size of the jacket potato and the variety of meal choices.  As I had 
known before the meeting about this question, I canvased the year 5 children about the hot 
dinners.  They did not feel that the portions were an issue and were happy with the jacket potatoes 
and the choice.  If there are further uncertainties, I am very happy for any parent or carer to pop in 
one lunch time to see the dinners as they are dished up.  Please contact the school office if you 
would like to arrange a date and time to visit.  Thank you.  
 
Reception queries: 
Wipe board pens – we will look into the possibility of purchasing washable board pens for children 
to use on wipe boards.  If these are available we will trial purchasing these instead. 
End of day routine – Mr Johnston and myself looked again at options for standing in different 
locations during collection at the end of the day.  We felt however, that the painted playground feet 
helps to keep the children all together and ready for home time.   
Platinum Bag – there are many ways we celebrate children’s work at school.  Sometimes work is put 
into a platinum bag to share during whole-school Celebration Assembly on a Friday.  Books or 
individual pieces of work are taken out of the bag during the assembly and the child’s work is shown 
and celebrated.  Platinum bag work is listed in the newsletter.  Following the request, we will 
endeavour to photocopy and send the copy of the work home each Friday.  There is the opportunity 
to see all work in books of course, during parents’ evenings too. 
  
Morning Drop Off/End of Day 
We all agreed that the longer 10 minute window for drop off allowed the children to come into 
school calmly and avoided a build-up of cars outside the front of school.  I was asked about the field 
gate, and whether parents and carers could come onto the school grounds to help move the 
children through to their classrooms.  It was suggested that families were allowed up to the steps by 
the shelters, and I agreed that this would be possible.  I will ask the gate supervisor to wait by the 
steps and families can then move away as their children ascend the steps and head into the back of 
the school building.  Reception parents can walk to the gate of the Reception playground and watch 
their children walk across the playground.  We will trial this until half term; I hope this will support 
the handing over of children at the field gate.  We do ask however, that parents and carers are back 
by the field gate by 8.50 am, as our gates are then locked and staff can get straight to their 
classrooms and the children they work with.  Thank you.   
  
The end of the day routine will remain the same, as it was felt that families were less concerned 
about reconnecting with their children on the playing fields.  The playtrail and field area are both 
used by Stay and Play and we need the field gate to be locked as soon as possible at the end of the 
school day to allow these children to come out and play. 
  
I was asked to identify again the areas for parents and carers to access for collection.  Reception 
parents/carers are to use the playground to the side of the office; year 1 are to use the space out the 
front of the school by the raised bed; year 2 are to use the area outside the year 2 and 3 classrooms 
and KS2 children are to be collected from the bottom playground.  All children can leave via the field 
gate. 
  
Fixtures that leave at Lunch Time  
Children will be encouraged to eat more of their lunch during the break between session 2 and 3 to 
ensure that they are not having to eat all of their lunch as they travel to a fixture.  Thank you raising 
this point with us. 
  



 

 

Breakfast and Afterschool Club 
Parent Forum raised concerns about the lack of flexibility around drop off and collection for 
Breakfast Club and Stay and Play.  I was able to explain that the routines at the start and end of the 
day were due to our more recent risk assessments and higher safeguarding  expectations. 
Previously, we had allowed families to escort their children around the side of the school to the 
Green Room door.  Unfortunately, following an incident a while ago, where a child was injured after 
going around unaccompanied, and with school staff unaware, it was decided that the safest course 
was for school staff to welcome the children on the school site and accompany them to our wrap-
around-care.  There are two collection times: 7.45 am and again at 8 am.  I have asked staff to stay 
out the front of school for a couple of minutes more at each of these times, to make sure all the 
children are collected. 
  
There are two sessions at the end of the day.  It is fabulous that so many children are now accessing 
Stay and Play, many now for the enjoyment of playing with friends.  With staffing linked to the 
number of children attending, it is only possible to bring children to the front gate at the set 
times.  Please however make us aware if there is a specific need for a child to be collected between 
4.30 and 5.30 pm and we will try and accommodate an individual pickup time.  We presently do this 
for children who may need to get to a swimming lesson or dentist appointment. 
  
Coming into school 
It was acknowledged by everyone in the meeting that families had been invited into school recently 
for music assemblies; Meet the Teacher; phonics evenings; transition meeting and residential 
meeting for year 6 and that there have been two open sessions for phonics for Reception and then 
Year 1 and Year 2 parents and carers next week. School Forum were pleased to hear about 
Celebration Assemblies opening up after half term too.  I confirmed that the parents’ evenings due 
on the 2nd and 9th November are also opportunities for families to come into school, as are the 
Maths workshop sessions too.  School Forum did acknowledge that we had tried to vary the times 
for the events including day time and evening meetings.  For the Spring term parents’ evenings will 
be on two different days instead of two Wednesdays, as the meetings are this term. 
  
Intervention and support 
The forum asked for explanation around support for children and intervention including how 
teaching assistants are deployed in school.  I explained that we were fortunate to have teachers full 
time in all our classes and that this was not always the case in some schools.  I explained how 
teachers use their assessment for learning (knowing what needs to be taught) and their knowledge 
of the children in their class to organise their lessons and the support some children may need. This 
can of course change from week to week as we react as quickly as possible to identified needs.  I 
explained that not all adults in schools are teaching assistants and that some work specifically with 
individual children.  We are very fortunate at Tatworth to have highly trained teaching assistants, 
who can run groups and interventions and who can offer our children catch-up and specific 
support.  Each class has a range of interventions taking place each day and these include:  
 

• Speech & Language intervention 
• ELSA (emotional literacy support) 
• Phonics intervention or small group phonics 
• Spelling support or intervention 
• Catch-up Maths intervention 
• Maths Tutoring with Mrs Stocker 
• Handwriting intervention 
• Reading fluency and pre-teach work 



 

 

• Social Skills intervention and Sensory Circuits 
• Speed Sound intervention and AR support 

 
Our teaching assistants also support with whole-class sessions, including maths and English lessons 
and as appropriate, to support the children and class to achieve.  We have targeted support for all 
our children, identified through constant monitoring and assessment and adapted to the needs of 
the children, as appropriate.  I also shared two class examples with Parent Forum (Year 1 and Year 3) 
and they were pleased to see the amount of support the children in these classes, receive.   
 
Any parent or carer, who has questions about their child’s provision, should speak to their class 
teacher, Ann Webb (SENDCO) or come and chat to me.  As you know, my door is always 
open.  During parents’ evening meetings this year we will give specific information to parents and 
carers regarding the interventions their children access.  We hope you find this information valuable. 
Additionally, for the parents and carers of our children on the SEND register, there is an extra termly 
meeting to discuss outcomes.   
  
Kindest regards, 
  
 

 
 
Tracey Hart 
Headteacher 
 

 


