
 

 

Dear parents/carers,                                                                                                                             15th December 2022 
  
Earlier this autumn term, I wrote with details about the government’s renewed focus and expectation on 
children’s attendance at school.  I shared the school’s attendance policy with our parent forum, following 
which they added their thoughts and support to its introduction.   
  
During parents’ evening meetings in November, I chatted to a number of families to share their child’s 
attendance records for this year and the percentage of their attendance since starting school in 
Reception.   Although this data is cumulative, and can therefore be a little less clear, it is important to note 
that any child who reaches year 6 with attendance data below 85% has, in the course of their seven years at 
school, not attended school for a period of time equivalent to a whole school year.  
 
In the New Year, I will be sharing this cumulative data with families where the data shows that children have 
an attendance of 95% or less of their entire time at school.  Please let me know if you would like to chat about 
this further. 
  
The Government’s Children’s Commissioner has released the attached document for parents/carers.  Within 
the document, are details of support and help to improve attendance.  I have also attached an electronic link 
to the document so that the links can be accessed too. 
  
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-
attendance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 
  
The main recommendations from the Commissioner includes:  
  
What are my responsibilities for my child’s attendance?  
As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable fulltime education, usually 
from the age of 5 to 16. For most parents, this will mean making sure your child is in school every day except 
when:  
- Your child is too ill to go to school. 
- You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only 
ask for this in exceptional circumstances.  
- Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance. 
  
What should I do if my child needs a dental or medical appointment in school time?  
To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during 
the school day whenever reasonably possible. When they are, you should ask the school in advance for a leave 
of absence and collect them as close to the time of the appointment as possible and return them to school for 
the rest of the school day afterwards. 
  
The document also gives valuable advice regarding support to get children to school and information for 
guidance and support for children who are struggling or anxious. 
  
I hope you find this useful.  Please contact the school office or leave a message on the morning gate, if you 
would like to discuss this further. 
 
Kindest regards,   
 
Tracey Hart, Headteacher 
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